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Zhanna takes gold in women’s 100 m 


Ukrainian scores 
one of the biggest 
upsets in track 
history over 


American superstar 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukraine’s Zhanna Pintusevich- 
Block scored what has already been 
described as “one of the biggest up- 
sets in track and field history” when 
she beat American superstar Marion 
Jones in the showcase women’s 100- 
metre sprint on Day 5 of the 2001 
World Athletics Championships, in 
Edmonton, Aug. 6. 

The victory was especially sweet 
because lost a photo-finish by two 
hundredths of a second to Jones in 
Athens in 1997. 

This was a personal best-ever time 
for Pintusevich and also established 
her as the world leader for the 2001 
season. 

This was also the first time in four 
years and 42 consecutive finals that 
anyone has beaten Jones. 

“It is the happiest day of my life,” 
said Pintusevich-Block. “It is better 
than ever that it should come in a 
place where there are a lot of 
Ukrainian people.” 

When asked about the four years 
that passed since that near-win, 
Pintusevich-Block said: “I’ve been 
thinking and dreaming of this mo- 
ment for four years. Ever since Ath- 
ens in 1997. I was thinking that all 
the hard work that I put into this 
sport and that it would come back 
someday, and the dream just came 
through.” 
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PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 
Zhanna Pintusevich-Block crosses the finish line in the women's 100-metre sprint. 
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Погіршення становища спонукало 
спортовців звернутися до Кучми 


Марко Левицький 

Поступове погіршення становища легкої атлети- 
ки в Україні спонукало атлетів написати листа 
до Президента України Леоніда Кучми про ситуа- 
цію спортовців. 

Звернення підписали олімпійський бронзовий 
призер Олександр Крикун, віце-чемпіон світу 
Андрій Скварук, чемпіонка світу і Европи Віта 
Павлиш, чемпіон світу Юрій Бєлоног і призер 
чемпіонату Европи Роман Вирастюк. 

Цей лист прийшов до відома «Українських 
вістей» через інформацію подану 1 серпня на 
інтернет сайті «Української правди» (подана 
внизу). 

«З кожним роком рівень нашої легкої атлетики 
падає, а наше керівництво цього не розуміє», 
пояснив «Українським вістям» Бєлоног. «Вже 
до такого становища дійшло, що треба було 
написати Президенту, бо нас ніхто не чув і не 
слухав». 

Бєлоног також сказав що чим кращі в нього 
результати, тим до нього гірше відносяться. Вони 
кажуть що «ти вже заробляєш гроші». 

Він додав, що може сподіватися дисциплінарну 
дискредитацію за те що підписав листа, бо так 
вже йому грозили. 

«Їхати на Україну дуже страшно», сказав 
Бєлоног. 

«На сьогоднішній день легкоатлетика в Україні 
в дуже поганому стані - не ма доброго фінан- 
сування, і не ма дуже простих речей які повинні 
в нас бути», сказала Павлиш. 

Вона додала, що навіть не можуть дістати 
правильних спортивних одностроїв. 

«Це, в якому я сьогодні кидала ядро, дав мені 
тренер, а це (показуючи на іншу частину одно- 
строю) дав мені доктор. Це просто - абсурд». 

«Спортсмени навіть мусять доплачувати щоб 
краще харчуватися», сказала вона. 

«Умови, в яких ми підготовувалися до чемпіо- 
нату світу, мені здаються жахливі... У мене (в 
установі де вона переважно тренується) навіть 
не було сектора для штовхання ядра, я трену- 
валася з бетонної плити». 

«Якщо з другими країнами порівняти, яку ми 
зарплату одержуємо, це смішно. Я маю 50 доларів 
в місяць. Як можна за 50 доларів в місяць 
підготуватися гарно до старту»? 

Павлиш додала, що українським спортовцям 
потрібна допомога. 

«Не можна нас десь кинути, щоб ми самі 
якось готувалися і не звертати уваги на нас. 
Цього не можна робити. Ми це робимо для 
країни яку ми любимо і поважаємо». 


Крикун сказав, що кромі футболістів, всім 
спортовцям є дуже важко в Україні. Але всеж 
таки, високий стан підтримки футболу дає прик- 
лад що можна на спорт приділяти більше уваги. 

«Ми вже привикли звертати увагу на те, що 
тяжкий економічний стан. Ми розуміємо це і 
багато від держави не можемо просити. Але я 
думаю що Федерація (легкої атлетики) в таких 
умовах повинна щось робити. В нас на теперішній 
час дуже багато підприємств, які стали вже 
добре на ноги. Я живу в місті Умань. В нас є 
чудова фабрика, яка випускає молочні продукту 
- Білосвіт. Але я не можу з ними договоритися 
щоб вони мене підтримували - бо я є тільки 
одиниця, і я є спортовець. Але якби прийшли 
представники із Федерації або люди котрі 
тренують нас, я думало що щось змінилося б. Ї 
не можна весь час натякати тільки на це що 
тяжкий економічний стан в державі і тому не 
можемо нічого зробити. Під лежачий камінь 
вода не тече». 

Крикун сказав що ніхто з Федерації не 
спілкується із спортовцями, і нема представника 
спортовців в керівництві держави. 

Також люди в Україні нічого не знають про 
легко атлетику бо не дістають ніякої інформації 
ні про українських спортовців на світовій арені. 

В легко атлетиці є тільки два змагання на 
рік, а головне змагання - Чемпіонат України 
якого цілком не розголошують. Наслідок того 
є такий, що ніхто просто не знає коли відбу- 
вається чемпіонат», сказав Крикун. 

«Коли проходив Чемпіонат України на стадіоні, 
що може улаштувати 80,000 глядачів сиділо 
тільки 100 - 150 людей, і то самі спортсмени 
та тренери». 

«Якщо була б зорганізована українська ліга 
легкої атлетики, і було б п'ять чи шість змагань 
на рік про які люди би знали, то було б можливо 
тоді отримати підтримку від спонзорів», сказав 
Крикун. 

Він також був незадоволений з пресу в Україні, 
яка майже виключно пише про футбол або 
інноземних спортовців. : 

«Я думаю що нам українцям хотілося 6 знати, 
як виступають наші українці, а нам подають - 
виграв француз, виграв німець... Ми радіємо за 
нього, але ми хочемо знати як виступають наші 
українські спротсмени, а у нас цього взагалі не 
подається», сказав Крикун. 

«Все життя легка атлетика було королевою. 
А деж та королева в Україні? Невже вона така 
стара як англійська, що не можна її показувати 
на очі нікому»? 
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(Українська правда). - П'ятеро 
українських легкоатлетів, що ма- 
ють високі спортивні титули, 
підписали лист «відчаю» на ім'я 
президента Леоніда Кучми, в 
якому звертають увагу глави 
держави на тяжке становище 
спортсменів. Харківська газета 
«Час» приводить ряд уривків з 
листа на адресу глави держави. 
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ПОВНА ОБСЛУГА 
Чекові Рахунки 


Термінові Депозити 
Членські Картки 
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Рахунки для Новоприбулих 
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Позички на Авта 
Подорожеві Чеки 
RRSP, Mutual Funds 
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Зокрема, в посланні говорить- 
ся, що гроші на проведення тре- 
нувального збору до чемпіонату 
світу по легкій атлетиці, який 
відбувається з 3 по 12 серпня в 
Едмонтоні, спортсменам «дове- 
лося вишукувати самостійно». 

«Як наслідок, власні 110-130 
кг ваги протягом двох місяців 
ми повинні прогодувати за 25 
гр. в день, в той час як пере- 
січна футбольна команда, готую- 


| чись поруч з нами до чергового 


матчу другої ліги; харчується 
на 52 гр.» — говориться в звер- 
ненні. 

Підписанти також повідомля- 
ють, що «на власну зарплату в 
120 гр. проблематично підтриму- 
вати штани своїми силами». 


Становище спортсменів України украй тяжке 


Легкоатлети звинувачують 
бездіяльності Федерацію легкої 
атлетики України, стверджуючи, 
що внаслідок цього в національ- 
ній команді загублені «єдність і 
спортивний дух». 

«Звернутися до Вас ми вирі- 
шили від відчаю. Справа в тому, 
що ні в Держкомспорті, ні в 
Федерації легкої атлетики Укра- 
їни нас або не чують, або не 
хочуть чути», - підкреслюється 
в листі. 

Звертання підписали олімпій- 
ський бронзовий призер Олек- 
сандр Крикун, віце-чемпіон світу 
Андрій Скварук, чемпіонка світу 
і Европи Віта Павлиш, чемпіон 
світу Юрій Бєлоног і призер чем- 
піонату Европи Роман Вирастюк. 


В Україні на День Незалежності 
відбудеться зустріч родичів Бандери 


(Українська правда) Понад двадцять родичів історичної постаті 
Степана Бандери прибудуть з усього світу на святкування десятої 
річниці Незалежності України. Про це заявив єдиний прямий 
нащадок провідника українських націоналістів, його онук Степан 
Бандера - громадянин Канади, який нині працює в Києві головним 
консультантом фонду «Демократичні ініціятиви». 

На День Незалежності гості прибудуть у місто Стрий на 
Львівщині, щоб взяти участь у врочистому відкритті садиби- 
музею в маєтку, який належав родині Бандер до окупації цього 
краю Червоною армією в 1939 році. 

Степан Бандера-молодший похвалився, що завдяки офіційним 
архівам і церковним документам, які є в Україні, вдалося скласти 
родовід усіх Бандер, починаючи з 1776 року. 
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Oberlander to lose citizenship /Укгаїе demands explanation 


Deportation of Waterloo man getting closer, sources say 


Philip Jalsevac, Kitchener-Waterloo Record, Tuesday 
July 31, 2001 

The federal cabinet has decided to revoke the citi- 
zenship of Helmut Oberlander for failing to disclose 
his role as an interpreter in a notorious Nazi killing unit 
in the Second World War. 

Ottawa has refused to say anything about cabinet’s de- 
cision, claiming disclosure would violate the Privacy Act. 

However, several reliable sources have told The 
Record that cabinet secretly decided to strip the retired 
Waterloo developer of his citizenship earlier this month 
as a first step to deportation. 

Oberlander’s lawyer Eric Hafemann declined to com- 
ment on July 31 but said he will have a statement to 
make some time the next week. 

“Tt will all unfold in due course,” he said. 

Oberlander himself did not come to the door at his 
home in Waterloo July 30, but his wife, Margret, said 
she and her husband do not wish to say anything. 

Oberlander could become the first person to be de- 
ported under a government policy established in 1995 
to focus on denaturalization and deportation as a way 
to deal with alleged Second World War criminals. 

Of those who have lost their citizenship since 1995, 
two left the country voluntarily while two others died 
during their deportation hearings. 

Oberlander has consistently proclaimed his innocence 
and vowed to fight Ottawa’s action until his death. 

In а Federal Court ruling released Feb. 28, 2000, Jus- 
tice Andrew MacKay found there was no evidence that 


Oberlander, 77, was involved in any war crimes. But 
the judge ruled he failed to disclose his role as an in- 
terpreter in a German Einsatzkommando. 

The unit was held responsible for the deaths of more 
than 23,000 civilians, mostly Jews, between 1941 and 
1943 after the German invasion of Ukraine, where 
Oberlander lived as a 17-year-old ethnic German. 

Oberlander’s legal saga has been a prolonged affair 
that began in January of 1995 with a detour to the Su- 
preme Court of Canada over an unsuccessful bid for a 
stay of proceedings based on interference in the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary. 

Oberlander’s hearing on the merits of his case con- 
cluded just before Christmas of 1998. But MacKay did 
not release his ruling until February of 2000 and Im- 
migration Minister Elinor Caplan decided only last May 
to recommend cabinet strip him of his citizenship. 

The loss of Oberlander’s citizenship will occur at a 
date set by cabinet. That date is not known, but the 
affair could drag on for years. 

Hafemann is seeking a judicial review of both the 
court ruling and cabinet decision in the trial division 
of the Federal Court. From there, it has the potential to 
go to the appeal division of the same court and possi- 
bly the Supreme Court of Canada. 

Before he can be deported, there must also be a hear- 
ing before the Immigration and Refugee Board, al- 
though Hafemann contends that would not take place 
until all the other avenues of legal action have been 
exhausted. 


Russians charge Tymoshenko 


(RFE/RL)—Russian military prosecutors have 
opened a criminal case against former Ukrainian Deputy 
Prime Minister and opposition figure Yulia Tymoshenko 
and her husband, and have sent an international war- 
rant for her arrest to the Ukrainian Prosecutor-Gener- 
al’s Office, Reuters reported on Aug. 8. 

Yuri Yakovlev, Russia’s interim military prosecutor- 
general, said Tymoshenko had been charged with “com- 
plicity in bribe-giving.” 

A spokesman for the Prosecutor-General’s Office 
explained on Aug. 8 the grounds for the criminal case. 

The spokesman’s statement indicates that 
Tymoshenko gave a bribe to the chief financial officer 
of the Russian Defense Ministry, Colonel General 
Georgii Oleynik, who is currently under investigation 
for embezzling US$450 million of funds meant for 
Ukrainian companies. 

The customs charge relates to an incident in 1995 
when Tymoshenko along with her husband were briefly 
detained in a Moscow airport after customs officers 
found $100,000 in her hand luggage. 

From Kyiv, Tymoshenko told Interfax that the legal 


case against her is an attempt by Moscow to help 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma crush his politi- 
cal opposition. 

Tymoshenko heads the leading Ukrainian opposition 
movement Batkivshchina (Fatherland). 

Tymoshenko’s party also dismissed the bribery 
charges, Reuters reported on Aug. 8. 

The party statement branded the charges "а cheap 
provocation, fabricated under the influence of Presi- 
dent Kuchma, with the aim of compromising the op- 
position movement.” 

As Russia and Ukraine have no extradition treaty, 
the only legal consequence of the opening of a crimi- 
nal case against a Ukrainian citizen in Moscow is that 
it will possibly lay the ground for opening a similar 
case in Ukraine. 

The Russian Prosecutor-General’s Office has pres- 
sured Ukrainian officials to press charges against 
Tymoshenko and her husband. 

Tymoshenko already faces bribery charges in 
Ukraine and was temporarily jailed, but later freed in a 
legal dispute that went to the Supreme Court. 


NATO exercise held, more planned 


(JF Monitor)—From July 15 to July 30, Ukraine 
hosted the Peace Shield-2001 military exercise at the 
Yavoriv training range in the Lviv Region. 

The range has the status of a NATO training centre 
for peacekeeping troops. The exercise, in the frame- 
work of NATO’s Partnership for Peace program, in- 
volved this year more than 1,100 personnel from some 
10 NATO member and partner countries. 

Generals from NATO and United States commands 
in the European theater, Defense Ministers Bronislaw 
Komorowski and Ioan Mircea Pascu— of NATO mem- 
ber Poland and aspirant country Romania, respectively 
— and other top officials attended various phases of 


Chornovil case closed 


(BBC Monitoring Service/STB)—Peoples’ deputy 
Taras Chornovil, the son of People’s Movement of 
Ukraine leader Vyacheslav Chornovil, who tragically 
died in a car accident, says that the investigation into 
the case on his father’s death was closed. 

The case was initiated based on the Criminal Code 
article on terrorism. 

Taras Chornovil said that on Aug. 7 he received a 
letter signed by the chief investigator to the effect that 
the case was closed following the results of the pre- 
trial investigation. 

Earlier, Taras Chornovil said that he was absolutely 
sure his father was murdered. However, he also ex- 
pressed doubts that the investigation group of the Inte- 
rior Ministry would be able to find those who ordered 
the crime. 


the exercise. Ukraine’s Major-General Oleksandr 
Maslenchuk, deputy commander of the Western Op- 
erational Command of Ukrainian ground forces, was 
in overall charge. 

This year’s exercise scenario focused on the joint 
planning of a peacekeeping operation by allied and part- 
ner countries under NATO command. Combined staff 
groups conducted U.S.-designed war games involving 
the successive phases of such an operation in the con- 
text of armed ethnic conflict in a European area. Ac- 
cording to some reports, the area was specifically iden- 
tified as Kosovo and the exercise was in some respects 
tailored to the situation there. The exercise culminated 
in a combat phase involving the joint Polish-Ukrain- 
ian battalion. Я 

Part of that battalion, UKRPOLBAT, rotated to 
Kosovo directly after this exercise. At present, 325 
Ukrainians and 367 Poles are deployed with the joint 
battalion in Kosovo under NATO command. While not 
a candidate for NATO membership, Ukraine is the only 
country with that status to maintain a joint military unit 
with a NATO member country. Poland functions as a 
connecting link between NATO and Ukraine, similar 
to the role it has played for Lithuania, which is now a 
frontrunner candidate for admission to NATO. 

Peace Shield is the third major exercise to have been 
held this year by NATO and its members in Ukraine. 
The country hosted the British-led Cossack-Express 
land exercise and the multinational Sea Breeze naval 
and amphibious exercises in June and July, and will 
host an American-led exercise in September. Next 
year’s Peace Shield will see an expanded participation 
of some 5,000 troops. 


of Luzhkov’s claim on Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry asked on July 31 for an 
explanation from Moscow оп а statement by Moscow Mayor Yurii Luzhkov 
that the Crimea is not a part of Ukraine, dpa reported. 

Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman Serhiy Borodnikov said in Kyiv 
that “Relations between Russia and Ukraine have been good up to this 
point,” but he added that “we would prefer that the Russian side explain 
such behavior.” 

Luzhkov told reporters in the Crimea during a visit the previous week 
that “I believe that the Crimea is Russian land. It has always been Russian 
and never belonged to Ukraine.” 

Crimea was part of the RSFSR from the early 1920s until 1957, when 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev handed it over to the Ukrainian SSR. 

Luzhkov has made several previous statements in the past, many of 
which were dismissed by the Kremlin as a statement from a private citi- 
zen. 

Ukraine closed its airspace last autumn to Russian military aircraft fly- 
ing to the Crimean base of Sevastopol, the home port of Russia’s Black 
Sea Fleet. 


Ukrainian victims of Nazis 
receive compensation 


(RFE/RL)—The German government presented 13 former Nazi con- 
centration camp prisoners and forced laborers during World War II with 
compensation at a ceremony in Kyiv on Aug. 6, dpa reported, citing 
Interfax. 

Germany, which has pledged US$790 million for the program, will give 
$6,800 to each former prisoner of a concentration camp, and $1,900 to 
each forced industrial worker. Forced agricultural or domestic laborers 
and people taken to Germany as children will receive $680. 

Between 540,000 and 560,000 Ukrainians are expected to receive com- 
pensation. 

The first recipients included 87-year-old forced laborer Tatiana 
Moskalenko, and 60-year-old Lilia Zhir, who was an inmate at a concen- 
tration camp as a child. 


Melnychenko threatens to pass 
recordings to Western experts 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian legislator Oleksandr Zhyr told journalists on July 
25 that former presidential bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko will pass the 
secret recordings he made in Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma’s of- 
fice in 2000 to Western experts if Ukraine fails to organize an appropriate 
investigation into the “tape scandal,” Interfax reported. 

Zhyr said he recently met with Melnychenko in the U.S., where 
Melnychenko told the legislator that he has not passed his original record- 
ings to anybody, and therefore he is not a traitor nor a defector. 

According to Zhyr, Melnychenko wants the authenticity of his record- 
ings to be confirmed by a commission formed in Ukraine. 

Zhyr also suggested that Melnychenko has recordings implicating top 
Ukrainian officials in illegal trade in weapons. 
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День військово-морських 
сил України у Севастополі 


Володимир Притула 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--1 серпня, вп'яте 
відзначається День Військово-морських 
Сил України. З цієї нагоди у Севастополі 
відбувся військово-морський парад 1 
низка урочистих заходів. 

Ні президент Росії Володимир Путін, 
ні глава України Леонід Кучма на свято 
Української фльоти у Севастополі не 
залишилися. Натомість вітали українсь- 
ких військових моряків голова Верховної 
Ради України Іван Плющ і міністр 
оборони Олександр Кузьмук. У параді 
взяли участь як українські, так і російські 
бойові кораблі та авіація, але цей захід 
був значно менш масштабним, аніж парад 
на День Російської фльоти 29 липня. 
На зовнішньому рейді Севастополя 
скромно пройшли 12 плавзасобів укра- 
їнських ВМС, один корабель і два катери 
Морської охорони прикордонних військ 
України і два кораблі Чорноморської 
фльоти Росії. 

Як повідомили у прес-центрі Українсь- 
кої фльоти, зранку 1 серпня на кораблях, 
суднах та у військових частинах відбулося 
урочисте підняття державного прапора, 
стягу Військово-морських Сил України 
і прапорів розцвічування. В рамках свята 
ВМС України у Севастополі відбулися 
концерти, церемонія вручення військо- 
вослужбовцям ключів від новозбудованих 
квартир і вечірній салют. Кілька десятків 
яхтів під час «Козацької регати» розіг- 
рали приз командувача ВМС України. 
Все пройшло досить благочинно i 


скромно. 

Зараз до складу Української фльоти 
входять понад 80 кораблів і суден (у 
тому числі - 30 бойових), близько 40 
літаків і гелікоптерів, берегові pakeTHO— 
артилерійські з'єднання, морська піхота, 
інші підрозділи, які базуються, зокрема, 
у Севастополі, Новоозерному, Одесі, 
Очакові, Саках і Феодосії. Створені 
указом президента Леоніда Кравчука, 
Військово-морські Сили України форму- 
валися у дуже важких військово-політич- 
них та економічних умовах, тим не менш 
- тепер це дієвий вид Збройних сил 
України. 

Правда, останнім часом офіцери 
Української фльоти все частіше кажуть 
про не дуже високий моральний і бо- 


йовий дух особового складу ВМС Укра-. 


їни. Моряки вважають, що українське 
керівництво недостатньо приділяє уваги 
вітчизняній фльоті. Тому підтвердження 
постійна участь керівників держави у 
помпезних святкуваннях у Севастополі 
Дня BM® Росії. До свята українських 
моряків у них ставлення більш прохо- 
лодне. Чи ж треба говорити, що зарплата 
у військовослужбовців BMC України 
майже удвічі нижча аніж в їхніх колег 
з Чорноморської фльоти Росії? 

Днями посол Російської Федерації 
Віктор Черномирдін пообіцяв замовити 
слово за українських моряків перед 
президентом Леонідом Кучмою. Чому 
цсього не може зробити міністр оборони 
України - морякам не зрозуміло. 


У блок «Наша Україна» увійдуть декілька 
десятків партій і організацій - Ющенко 


(Українська правда)  Передвиборний 
блок «Наша Україна» об'єднає декілька 
десятків політичних партій і організацій, 
упевнений лідер блоку, екс-прем'єр 
Віктор Ющенко. Про це він заявив в 
інтерв'ю агентству «Інтерфакс Україна» 
1 серпня. 

З його слів, які саме партії і організації 
увійдуть в блок, стане ясно у вересні. 
«На вересень ставиться завдання провес- 
ти всі формальні процедури з тим, щоб 
на жовтень юридично було поставлене 
питання про формування самого блоку. 
У вересні вже буде відомо, які партії 
увійдуть в цей блок», - сказав В. 
Ющенко. 

«Є партії, які вже де-факто і де-юре 
ухвалили рішення (на рівні з'їздів або 
політбюро), є партії, які знаходяться в 
технології підготовки до прийняття таких 
рішень, але концептуально ми 
домовилися про те, що ми створимо 
блок, ініціятивою формування якого 
будуть володіти всі без винятку партії, 
незалежно від того, хто першим або 


другим приєднався до нього», - відмітив 
екс-прем'єр. З його слів, оголошення 
всіх учасників блоку буде 
«одномоментною акцією». 

В. Ющенко виразив упевненість, що 
блок запропонує політичну платформу, 
яка забезпечить отримання в парляменті 
значної кількості місць. 

Як повідомлялося, 16 липня була 
поширена заява В. Ющенка про початок 
формування виборчого блоку «Наша 
Україна», який переслідує мету створити 
«реалістичне, відповідальне перед 
народом об'єднання, здатне змінити 
життя мільйонів українців на краще». 
Мета об'єднання - «побудувати державу, 
яка насправді належить народу, виконує 
його волю, захищає його інтереси». 

Партії, які увійдуть в блок, збираються 
підписати спільну деклярацію об'єднання; 
провести всеукраїнський форум, на якому 
повинні обговорити і прийняти програму 
дій; сформувати єдиний виборчий список 
блоку, який отримає перемогу на 
парляментських виборах. 


Будівництво нафтопроводу ЮОдеса-Броди 
буде завершене до 10-1 річниці незалежності 


(Українська правда)- -Будівництвом 
нафтопроводу Одеса-Броди буде 
завершено до 10-ї річниці незалежності 
України, заявляє голова парляментського 
комітету з питань паливно-енергетичного 
комплексу Олекса Гудима. Як повідомляє 
«Німецька хвиля», за його словами, до 
проєкту можуть долучитися США. 

Сполучені Штати Америки 
розглядають нафтогін Одеса-Броди не 
лише в економічному аспекті, а й у 
політичному, вважає Олекса Гудима. З 
економічної точки зору, на його думку, 
Вашингтон хоче мати пріоритетний вплив 
на реалізацію цього багатомільярдного 
проєкту і на володіння «краниками» 
прокачування каспійської нафти. 


Щодо політичного аспекту, то, як 
зазначив Гудима, між Вашингтоном та 
Москвою йде боротьба за Україну. 
«Подивіться скільки візитів: з одного 
боку - активність Росії, Черномирдін, 
Путін. З другого - активні контакти 
президента Кучми з Квасьнєвським, роля 
Польщі в українсько-польсько- 
американських відносинах, візита 
Кондоліззи Райс. Небачена активність 
для такого періоду», - зазначив Олекса 
Гудима. Він також висловив переконання, 
що після добудови нафтогону й терміналу 
в Одесі Україна зможе не лише здобути 
енергетичну незалежність від Росії, а й 
отримати комерційний зиск, 
транспортуючи нафту далі на Захід. 


Ukrainian: Мемуз/Українські Вісті, August 8 - 21, 2001, 8 -21 Серпня, 2001 


Справа Лазаренка 
збагачується іменами 


Володимир Козловський 

(Українська правда) 15 серпня колиш- 
нього прем'єр-міністра України Павла 
Лазаренка знову привезуть до федераль- 
ного суду з в'язниці, що знаходиться в 
містечку Дублін неподалеку від Сан- 
Франциско. 

У цей день суддя Мартін Дженкинс, 
який займається його справою, розбере 
свіжі клопотання і контрклопотання, які 
настрочили прокуратура і адвокати 
колишнього прем'єр-міністра України, 
і відправить Лазаренка знову до в'язниці. 

Коли відбудеться сам процес, ще не- 
ясно, тим більше, що прокуратура щойно 
підкинула захисту роботи, і тій треба 
буде розбиратися в нових обвинуваченнях, 
які пред'явлені Лазаренку. 

Новий обвинувальний висновок по його 
справі значно об'ємніший за старий, дато- 
ваний 14 травня минулого року: в тому 
було 12 сторінок плюс п'ятисторінковий 
додаток з докладними координатами і 
пляном каліфорнійського маєтку Лаза- 
ренка, конфіскації якого вимагає проку- 
ратура, а в новому - 26 сторінок плюс 
той же самий додаток. 

Листаж збільшився не стільки за 
рахунок нових обвинувачень (Лазаренку 
тепер інкримінують ще і шахрайство за 
допомогою засобів зв'язку, тобто банків- 
ські перекази незаконних баришів з 
метою відмивання), скільки за рахунок 
включення нових подробиць і імен. 

За минулий рік слідчі явно проробили 
велику роботу, і справа Лазаренка об- 
росла новою плоттю. 

Родичі екс-прем'єра 

Наприклад, спочатку в обвинувальному 
висновку стверджувалося, що в 1992 
році Лазаренко зустрівся з Петром Кири- 
ченком, який займався бізнесом в Укра- 
їні, і зажадав, щоб той віддав половину 


своєї справи неназваному родичеві Лаза-. 


ренка, а також платив йому 50% прибут- 
ків від свого неназваного бізнесу, що 
Кириченко з того моменту і робив. 

У новій редакції цього документу 
говориться, що, будучи представником 
президента України в Дніпропетровську, 
Лазаренко примусив Кириченка віддати 


половину акцій компанії «Агроснабебьтт/ 
АСС» своїй родичці Катерині Каровій, 
перевести 40 тисяч доларів на банківсь- 
кий рахунок, що контролювався Лазарен- 
ком, а також виплачувати йому половину 
прибутків компанії. : 

У 1993 році Лазаренко познайомився 
з Олексієм Олександровичем Дитятков- 
ським, що «проживав в той час в Укра- 
їні», і ніби примусив його віддати поло- 
вину своєї компанії і надалі виплачувати 


"йому процент від прибутку. Компанія 


називалася «Днепронефть». Дитятковсь- 
кий ніби перевів половину її акцій на 
ім'я колишнього шофера, а потім сорат- 
ника Лазаренка, Леоніда Гадяцького. 
Шість будинків і фальшиві накладні 

Один новий епізод стосується афери, 
яку Лазаренко наче б то провернув, 
вже будучи прем'єром, за допомогою 
компанії СНР, зареєстрованої 14 червня 
1996 року в Панамі, яка контролювалася 
самим i - за дорученням - Петром 
Кириченком. У 1997 році Лазаренко 
використав свої високі повноваження і 
розпорядився, щоб українська рада 
міністрів підписала з СНР контракт на 
постачання шести збірних будинків. 

24 січня 1997 року рада міністрів 
підписала контракт з каліфорнійською 
компанією Pacific Modern Homes, яка 
підрядилася побудувати будинки за 
524.763 доляри і доставити їх до України. 
Коли вони прибули до Києва, люди 
Лазаренка надали на митницю фальшиву 
накладну, з якої випливало, що будинки 
поставлені компанією СНР, і що вона 
віддала за них 1.416.000 долярів. Поло- 
вину різниці в 889.749 долярів Лазаренко 
ніби поклав в кишеню. Про долю другої 
половини нічого не говориться. 

Новий обвинувальний висновок, 
пред'явлення якого свідчить про те, що 
Лазаренко не співпрацює зі слідством, 
рясніє подібними деталями, хоч прокура- 
тура обмовляється, що на даній стадії 
він вважається абсолютно невинним. Хоч 
колишньому прем'єру теоретично загро- 
жує астрономічний термін, вирок буде 
залежати від багатьох чинників і навряд 
чи буде обчислюватися десятиріччями. 


Омельченко пропонує заслухати 
генерального прокурора 


(Українська правда) - Народний депутат 
України, член групи «антимафія» Григо- 
рій Омельченко збирається на початку 
наступної парляментської сесії внести 
пропозицію заслухати генерального 
прокурора України Михайла Потебенька 
з так званої «справи Деркачів». 

Омельченко повідомив, що він також 
внесе запит про неналежне виконання 
генпрокурором своїх службових обов'яз- 
ків. 

Депутат нагадав, що в Генпрокуратуру 
і Службу безпеки України був направ- 
лений депутатський запит «для розгляду 
питання про порушення карної справи і 
розгляду фактів, які мають ознаки 
злочину в діях екс-глави спецслужби 
Леоніда Деркача, його сина - народного 
депутата Андрія Деркача, громадянина 
Вадима Рабіновича і інших осіб». 

Основою для такого запиту послужили 
матеріяли, розміщені журналістом Оле- 
гом Ельцовим на сайті інтернет-газети 
«Україна кримінальна», в яких мова йде 
про вказаних осіб і їх Дії. 

«У відповіді з Генпрокуратури за під- 
писом М. Потебенька було вказано, що 
основ для порушення карної справи щодо 
перерахованих осіб немає, - сказав 


Омельченко. Депутат вважає, що генпро- 
курор є законом». Як стверджує Омель- 
ченко, в порушення діючого Карно- 
процесуального кодексу України протя- 
гом 10-ти днів Потебенько не виніс ні 
постанови про порушення карної справи, 
ні постанови про відмову в ній. 

Він також повідомив, що у відповіді 
на депутатський запит, який був зроб- 
лений на ім'я глави СБУ Володимира 
Радченка, підтверджується, що всі 
документи, розміщені на сайті Ельцова 
і що мають гриф «секретно», «є справ- 
жніми». «Проведеними експертизами 
встановлено, що значна частина цих 
документів містить державну таємницю», 
- відзначив Омельченко. 

З його слів, зараз СБУ в рамках 
розслідування карної справи, порушеної 
за фактом розголошування державної 
таємниці, перевіряє, хто з посадових осіб, 
що мали доступ до цих документів, до- 
пустив «злочинну недбалість». Омельчен- 
ко стверджує, що доступ до документів 
мали президент України Леонід Кучма, 
керівництво Ради національної безпеки 
і оборони України, СБУ, Головного 
розвідувального управління Міністерства 
оборони України внутрішніх справ. 
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Kuchma appoints 13 state secretaries 
Critics charge plan intends to increase presidential power 


(JF Monitor)—On July 25, Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma appointed state secretaries to 13 of 
Ukraine’s 16 government ministries, following up on 
his May 29 decree to this effect. Those to the Interior 
Ministry and the Fuel and Energy Ministry will be ap- 
pointed no later than September. No secretary will be 
appointed to the Defense Ministry, which is to remain 
outside politics. All other ministries will be run by the 
duos of ministers-politicians and state secretaries-ad- 
ministrators. 

The plan to introduce these new positions to the ex- 
ecutive branch was publicized two months ago, when 
Kuchma appointed Anatoliy Kinakh as prime minister. 
It was criticized not only by Kuchma’s political oppo- 
nents, but also by several in his camp. The naysayers 
argued that state secretaries would diminish the role of 
ministers and the prime minister and effectively put the 
cabinet of ministers under total control by the presi- 
dential office 

It was difficult to refute this, given that in the May 
29 decree Kuchma subordinated the future state secre- 
taries directly to the presidential office and vested them 
with a suspiciously wide range of authority including 
management of ministerial finance and staff issues and 
liaison with the presidential office and the Verkhovna 
Rada. There was thus a real danger of the ministers 
becoming figureheads answering to presidential pup- 
pets. 

A group of MPs appealed the decree in Ukraine’s 
Constitutional Court. Simultaneously, pro-presidential 
parties began to barter for the new positions. Kuchma, 
apparently aware that his move might prove a blunder, 
delayed in making any appointments to the newly cre- 
ated posts. Kinakh, loyal to Kuchma but understand- 
ably not enthusiastic about the prospect of becoming a 
head of government with curtailed authority, reportedly 
managed to persuade the presidential office to moder- 
ate the plan. 

On July 14, Kuchma signed a modified version of 


his original idea—the statute of ministerial state sec- 
retaries, according to which the state secretary is to 
report to and be subordinate to the relevant minister 
(rather than to the cabinet secretary and the presiden- 
tial office, as the original plan had it). The revised de- 
cree also stipulates that it is the prime minister who 
will propose state secretary candidacies for appoint- 
ment by the president, not the president who will sim- 
ply select and appoint them. 

In these appointments, Kuchma seems to have pre- 
ferred career bureaucrats to politicians. The only clear 
exception is the state secretary to the Justice Ministry, 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych, who is a key figure in the na- 
tionalist Rukh party. This appointment should abate 
somewhat the fears of those who had predicted that 
the oligarchs controlling major pro-presidential par- 
ties would install their people in the secretarial posi- 
tions to dictate their will to the ministers. 

Yet the state secretaries are still to wield far more 
authority than their formal predecessors — the now- 
abolished first deputy ministers — in matters of or- 
ganization and planning. This gives rise to a potential 
source of rivalry between ministers and state secretar- 
ies, and will in all likelihood prove detrimental to cabi- 
net work. 

Kinakh is aware of this danger. “Keep it in mind 
that it is inadmissible to form several centres of influ- 
ence in an individual ministry,” said Kinakh, address- 
ing newly appointed state secretaries on July 25. He 
also warned them against lobbying for individual po- 
litical or financial interests. It is hard to say whether 
Kinakh will find levers sufficient to prevent the state 
secretaries from the temptation to steer ministries rather 
than to serve as first assistants to ministers. 

Institutionally they are close to independent, how- 
ever, and it may prove a difficult task to restrain them. 
Appointed for five-year terms, they can be dismissed 
only by the president. Additionally, their terms are not 
tied to those of their respective ministers. 


CIS summit held in Sochi 


(JF Monitor)—The presidents of ten CIS countries 
— all but Georgia and Turkmenistan — held an infor- 
mal, “no-neckties” summit on Aug. 1-2 in Russia’s 
Black Sea resort Sochi. 

By common decision, the presidents gathered with- 
out a prepared agenda or documents to be signed, and 
did not issue a concluding joint communique. 

The summit’s initiator, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, used the event mainly to conduct bilateral meet- 
ings with the other presidents, on the pattern he intro- 
duced at the regular semiannual CIS summits. 

The event in Sochi, however, appeared designed to 
renew the tradition of the informal August summits, 
hosted on the Black Sea by former Kremlin leaders 
Nikita Khrushchev, Leonid Brezhnev and Mikhail 
Gorbachev for compact groups of allied heads of state. 
Sochi was one of the favorite venues for those gather- 
ings, which served to project the Kremlin leader as a 
bloc leader. Putin clearly wants to be seen as heir to 
that tradition. 

The old stage set, however, can hardly conceal the 
changes in Russia’s and its leader’s status. The CIS 
could not be turned into a replica of the Warsaw Pact or 
the Comecon; the CIS summitters place national, state, 
group and personal interests above any “collective” or 
Russian interests. 


Russia’s deputy prime minister responsible for CIS 
affairs, Viktor Khristenko, provided an acrimonious 
curtain raiser to the summit. In an inaugural Aug. 1 
interview with the GazetaSNG internet newspaper — 
a government mouthpiece, SNG being the Russian ac- 
ronym for CIS — Khristenko included two controver- 
sial demands. 

First, Ukraine should confer official status on the 
Russian language on a par with Ukrainian, because 
“bilingualism is a historically constituted factor in 
Ukraine.” Bilingualism is the Soviet euphemism for 
linguistic Russification of — in this case — Ukrain- 
ians, and it predictably angered Kyiv. 

Second, Azerbaiijan should route its oil exports via 
Russia’s port of Novorossiisk, raising the volume from 
a planned 2.5 million tons this year to 5 million next 
year and to a whopping 18 million tons annually in а 
few years’ time. The unstated implication is that Mos- 
cow wants Azerbaijan to abandon the planned Baku- 
Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline and switch its future exports 
in the opposite direction. Khristenko’s explanation: 
“Pipelines and transit corridors should unite the CIS 
countries, not divide them.” He happens to hold also 
the post of Russian co-chairman of the Russia- 
Azerbaijan intergovernmental cooperation commis- 
sion. 


Putin accepts GUUAM conditionally| 


(JF Monitor)—With greater emphasis than he previ- 
ously had, Putin again described subgroups within the 
CIS as legitimate, provided that they prove useful for 
the CIS as a whole and remain open for new member 
countries. 

Listing the Collective Security Treaty (Russia, 
Belarus, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Кн a ee eS 


Ukraine upset with Moscow’s 
call for bilingualism 


Tajikistan), the five-country Eurasian Economic Com- 
munity (same countries minus Armenia), and the Rus- 
sia-Belarus Union, Putin described these subgroups as 
products of a natural division of labor within the CIS. 

In a significant change of attitude, Putin described 
the GUUAM group (Georgia-Ukraine-Uzbekistan- 
Azerbaijan-Moldova) as legitimate, inasmuch as it con- 
fines itself to economic cooperation among its mem- 
bers. Earlier insinuations that GUUAM is military-ori- 
ented and anti-Russian were no longer heard at this 
summit. 

Putin’s remarks on indicate acceptance of GUUAM 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry criticized іп spite of the fact that it is the only group to exclude 
Russian Deputy Premier Viktor Khristenko for his call Russia. As recently as May-June of this year, Russia 
that Russian be made the second official language of had sought observer status with GUUAM in order to 
Ukraine, AP reported, Aug. 2. In a statement, the minis- }jsten in at the group’s summit in Yalta, Ukraine. Presi- 
try called Khristenko’s suggestion “unreasoned” and said dent Leonid Kuchma used his prerogatives as host to 
such statements “do not assist in strengthening aclimate deflect that Russian request, which now seems moot. 


of trust and mutual understanding” in bilateral relations. 


The only pall on Putin’s concession is that he insists 


Khristenko said earlier in Moscow that making Russian оп GUUAM being “within the CIS,” whereas at least 


an official language in Kyiv would be in the best inter- four of the group’s countries stake their future on close 
ests of the two countries, and added that bilingualism is relations with the West and with their non-CIS 


a “historical fact’ in Ukraine. 
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Cabinet’s decision оп 
Oberlander a travesty of justice 


The federal cabinet’s decision to revoke the citizenship of Helmut 
Oberlander is appalling and has extremely ominous overtones. 

The Oberlander case is very similar to that of Wasyl Odynsky in that 
both were not found guilty of any war crimes. If the government, prodded 
by a powerful lobby, succeeds in deporting an innocent man this has grave 
consequences not only for Odynsky, but for anybody who is a naturalized 
Canadian. 

Let’s examine the facts in the Oberlander case. 

A Federal Court ruling released Feb. 28, 2000, Justice Andrew MacKay 
found that there was no evidence that Oberlander was involved in any war 
crimes. 

Let us remember that in announcing the Denaturalization and Deporta- 
tion Policy in 1995 the government stated: “The key criterion in all these 
proceedings is the existence of some evidence of individual criminality. If 
that cannot be proven, no proceedings will be considered.” 

Had the government followed its own guidelines proceedings against 
Oberlander should never have even been considered. 

Once these had come under consideration, they should have been 
dropped before coming to court as there was no “existence of some evi- 
dence of individual criminality”. 

Then again, once the court found no evidence of war crimes, all further 
action against Oberlander should have been dropped. Instead Immigra- 
tion Minister Elinor Caplan announces that cabinet will begin denaturali- 
zation proceedings against Oberlander — and announces this just days 
before the Canadian Jewish Congress holds its annual plenary. 

Then — after meeting in secret — cabinet decides to strip Oberlander 
of his citizenship. 

Let us examine some other pertinent facts. 

The court decided Mr. Oberlander misrepresented himself upon enter- 
ing Canada on “a balance of probabilities” which is 50.01% one way and 
49.99% the other — not “beyond a reasonable doubt”, which is the stand- 
ard for a criminal conviction. 

The government has chosen this route because there is no way to prove 
conclusively that someone lied upon coming to Canada because all files 
from that period have been destroyed. 

What’s more, there is no judicial appeal process for the court’s deci- 
sion, therefore not allowing for the rule of law to be established. Instead 
we have a judicial lottery under which a man’s fate depends upon what 
judge he draws in the lottery. In two of these cases (Podens and Vitols) 
two different judges decided that what people did during World War П did 
not affect their immigration to Canada. In two others, both presided over 
by Justice MacKay, the ruling was that it did. 

In consideration of the above points and in consideration of the fact that 
this decision was made by a SECRET cabinet decision, these actions 
grossly contradict all basic principles of the Canadian justice system and 
are the kind of actions one would expect from a totalitarian dictatorship 
— пої a democracy like Canada. 

We condemn this decision in the strongest terms and urge all Ukrainian 
organizations and members of our community to organize protests against 
this assault on the civil liberties of Canadian citizens of Eastern European 
origin. 

This is not an issue solely for the Ukrainian community. It is one which 
goes to the very roots of our Canadian justice system and the democratic 
values that Canadians fought and died for in two world wars, 


Kyiv caught 
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in balancing 


act between East and West | 


By Kathleen Knox 

(RFE/RL)—Russian President Vladimir Putin and his 
Ukrainian counterpart Leonid Kuchma took part in a 
joint review of both countries’ fleets in the Crimean 
port of Sevastopol on July 29. 

The review was part of celebrations marking Rus- 
sia’s Navy Day. The presidents also found time for pri- 
vate talks at a dinner on the Russian flagship “Moskva.” 

The meeting is a further sign of the return to cozier 
relations that cooled after the Soviet Union collapsed 
and the two countries bickered over the future of Cri- 
mea and the ownership of the Black Sea fleet. 
Sevastopol today is the base for Russia’s part of the 
Black Sea fleet, which the sides agreed to divide in 1997. 

Steven Everts is senior research fellow at the Centre 
for European Reform in London. He says the growing 
closeness between Russia and Ukraine is in part thanks 
to Putin’s more robust foreign policy: 

“We see — at least, I think — a desire on the part of 
Putin to reinvigorate Russian foreign policy after the 
drift of the Yeltsin years and stamp a strong mercantil- 
ist strand on Russian foreign policy. And I think that 
this attempt at a stronger influence on [Ukraine] or a 
rapprochement with [Ukraine] should be put in that 
context. I don’t think there’s anything particularly sin- 
ister about the restoration of the empire.” 

Everts says the Kremlin’s motives should be no real 
cause for concern for the. West, as Russia is still too 
weak economically and politically to force its influ- 
ence on Ukraine. 

He differentiates Ukraine from countries further to 
the West, which see their futures more naturally allied 
to the European Union and NATO. He says he detects 
an effort by Ukraine to perform a foreign-policy bal- 
ancing act — similar to Russia’s — that hovers between 
East and West. He cites as a recent example Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin’s visit last month to Moscow 
and Kyiv. 

“The accession countries (countries hoping to join 
the EU), the sense of direction is clear, they have made 
the strategic decision that their future lies with Western 
institutional structures, with the EU and NATO and so 
on. There’s a wider and open debate in Ukraine and 
Russia about their position in the global game and I 
think that overtures vis-a-vis China should be seen in 
that context. I think that is right and proper. It is about 
a sense of balance and the key question for the months 
ahead is what sort of balance will emerge in Ukraine’s 
foreign policy.” 

That balancing act was in further evidence July 30 
with the arrival in Ukraine of EU foreign policy chief 
Javier Solana. Solana praised Prime Minister Anatoliy 
Kinakh for what he called a “commitment to respect 
human rights,” but also urged Kinakh to “follow that 
line.” 


Robert Wareing is a British member of parliament 
who sits on two all-party groups on Russia and Ukraine. 
He says the issue is one of mutual dependence, as Rus- 
sia needs the Sevastopol port and Ukraine is in debt to 
Russia. 

“T’m not sure if warmer is quite the word, but [rela- 
tions are] certainly closer. Ukraine depends on Russia 
for many of its energy supplies and in fact it is in debt 
to Russia, so that Russia can always use its influence 
to pressurize Ukraine.” 

But Wareing says the rapprochement need not make 
it harder for the West to press for change in areas of 
concern in the Ukraine, such as slow political reform 
and the recent unexplained deaths of two journalists. 
He says improving relations between the West and 
Russia may make it easier for the West to increase its 
clout in Ukraine as well. 

“T think if Russia’s influence on Ukraine is increas- 
ing, then of course it may well be possible for the West, 
in improving relations with Russia, to put some pres- 
sure on Ukraine to be more democratic. I think that 
there is certainly a lack of democratic vigor in Ukraine, 
which is not missing to the same extent as Russia.” 

Political reforms dominated talks last week between 
Kuchma and U.S. National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice. Rice also urged the Ukrainian leader 
to carry out a full probe into the killings of critical jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze and regional TV station di- 
rector Шог Alexandrov. 

Gongadze’s murder last year prompted large protests 
against Kuchma. Protesters have accused Kuchma of 
playing a role in the murder, a charge Kuchma vehe- 
mently denies. 

Though this uncomfortable message may push 
Ukraine even further toward Russia, Everts says it is 
right for Rice and other Western policy-makers to em- 
phasize that forging ties is dependent on Ukraine’s 
progress toward reforms. 

“This is the right approach to take. Recent events in 
Ukraine over the last few months have pointed in the 
wrong direction, and I think it’s right for the West to 
make this clear, that yes, we are very interested in closer 
cooperative ties, economic ties, financial systems, you 
name it, but this is conditional on Ukraine and other 
countries behaving in a way that we consider condu- 
cive to closer cooperation and good relations.” 

He says it’s key that the EU think carefully about 
how to bolster reforms, and about the consequences of 
EU enlargement for Ukraine, which could be penal- 
ized, for example, by a stricter visa regime with Po- 
land. 


Crimean premier sacked 


(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
has authorized the dismissal of Crimean Premier Serhiy 
Kunitsyn, who was voted out of the office by Crimean 
legislature on July 18. 

Appointed in May 1998, Kunitsyn was the longest- 
serving head of the Crimean executive. Under him, the 
Crimea saw a decrease in crime rate and a reversal of 
negative economic trends, ethnic tension between lo- 
cal Russians and Crimean Tatars returning from а half- 
century exile somewhat relieved, and Crimea’s pro- 
Russian movement tamed. 

The dismissal of Kunitsyn, who is head of the 
Crimean branch of the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), is a consequence of the waning clout of this 
one-time “party of power” across Ukraine. There are 
fears that situation in Crimea may again destabilize. 
For several years, Crimea has been governed by a duo 
— Kunitsyn and the leader of Crimea’s Communists, 
local parliament speaker Leonid Hrach. This reflected 
a delicate balance of power between pro-Kuchma forces 
and the Communists, who control about half of the lo- 
cal parliament. Hrach being the stronger of the two, 
Kuchma on several occasions had to intervene to de- 
fend Kunitsyn from Communist attempts to dismiss 
him. 

According to the constitution, the legislature of the 
Crimean Autonomous Republic cannot dismiss the pre- 
mier without consent from the Ukrainian president. 
Before the Communists formed a stable majority in 
Crimea’s parliament, Kunitsyn’s position was propped 
up by the pro-Kyiv forces in it, which included the PDP. 
After Valeriy Pustovoytenko was dismissed as Ukrain- 
ian premier in late 1999, however, the PDP lost its 
former influence. 

In May of 2000, Crimea’s parliament voted non-con- 


fidence in Kunitsyn. Only a threat from Kyiv to dis- 
solve the Crimean legislature saved him from dismissal. 
On June 20 of this year, the Crimean parliament again 
voted non-confidence in Kunitsyn. On July 18, the same 
55 MPs in the 100-seat body voted for his dismissal. 
Kunitsyn refused to resign. But this time Kyiv did not 
intervene. On July 23, Kuchma’s spokesman Oleksandr 
Martynenko explained that the time had come to end 
the squabbles between the Crimean government and 
parliament. 

The reality of the situation, however, is more com- 
plicated: Another pro-Kyiv group has taken the upper 
hand in Crimea’s power wrangling. Kyiv will certainly 
not cede the Crimean executive to the Communists. In 
sanctioning Kunitsyn’s dismissal, Kuchma was opting 
to back what he apparently believes to be now the 
strongest non-Communist party in Crimea, Labor 
Ukraine. It was the 12 Labor Ukraine ballots in the 
non-confidence vote that decided Kunitsyn’s fate. 
Kuchma backed the nomination of Labor Ukraine’s 
Valeriy Horbatov to the post of Crimean prime minis- 
ter. : 

On July 25, Horbatov was elected as Crimea’s new 
premier by a 92-1 vote. Horbatov, 46, is seasoned in 
Crimean politics, having served as presidential repre- 
sentative to Crimea in 1994-1996 and as chairman of 
the Crimean Property Fund in 1997. Labor Ukraine’s 
prominent role in sacking Kunitsyn will without doubt 
spoil relations between it and the PDP. The two parties 
had announced plans to go to the Ukrainian elections 
of March 2002 in a single bloc. On July 18, the PDP 
press service issued a statement accusing Kunitsyn’s 
opponents, including Labor Ukraine’s representatives, 
of destabilizing the situation in Crimea to redistribute 
property and power there with an eye to the elections. 
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Ukraine to participate in| Kyiv spruces up for 
European defense forces 


(JF Monitor)—The European Union’s high 
representative for foreign and security policy, 
Javier Solana, held talks on July 28-31 in 
Ukraine with President Leonid Kuchma and 
other top officials. The discussions centered 
on a possible role for Ukraine in the nascent 
European defense forces. 

Prefacing Solana’s visit, Defense Minister 
Andre Flahaut of Belgium — the EU’s cur- 
rently presiding country — raised that topic 
with the same leaders in Ukraine on July 24- 
27. The EU’s initiative met with instant 
Ukrainian consent in principle. Kuchma and 
Defense Minister Oleksandr Kuzmuk articu- 
lated that principle in stating that Ukraine’s 
European choice “logically” and “naturally” 
entails Ukrainian participation in Europe’s 
defense structures. 

The two European officials reassured Kyiv 
that the EU’s forces would neither subtract 
from nor compete, but instead complement 
NATO’s, and would develop in consultation 
with the United States. The EU will also, “in 
a spirit of transparency,” keep Russia in- 
formed on the European defense initiative. 
Major planning conferences in the next few 
months are to discuss the specifics, which, 
according to Solana, “we are still mulling, 
without a fully developed concept as yet.” 
Those planning conferences will take into 
account Ukraine’s consent to participate and 
will include the country’s representatives in 
some of the discussions. The EU-Ukraine 
summit, scheduled for September, will also 
discuss Ukraine’s possible participation in 
European defense structures. 

Some suggestions about Ukraine’s role 
transpired already during Solana’s and 
Flahaut’s visits. The sides looked at the pos- 
sible inclusion of Ukrainian long-range avia- 
tion and of peacekeeping troops into Euro- 
pean defense structures. According to 

| Kuzmuk, Ukraine’s Defense Ministry has al- 
ready begun drawing up relevant plans. For 
his part, Prime Minister Anatoliy Kinakh de- 
clared that “the higher the level of Ukraine’s 
integration, the more secure the peace in Eu- 
rope.” 


The visiting European officials held also 
political consultations with the Ukrainian 
leaders on the situation in Belarus, Moldova 
and the Balkans. According to Solana, those 
three situations “are worrisome to everyone 
in Europe.” Ukraine not only borders on the 
first two countries, but also is one of three 
mediators in Moldova and contributes troops 
to NATO-led peacekeeping operations in the 
Balkans. 

Solana reinforced a request, which U.S. 
National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice 
presented July 24-25 in Kyiv, that Ukraine 
suspend arms deliveries to the government of 
Macedonia. Earlier this year, Ukraine had 
supplied four SU-25 ground attack jets, four 
MI-24 combat helicopters and four MI-8 
transport helicopters (that can be converted 
for combat use); it also signed an agreement 
with Macedonia on military-technical assist- 
ance. Ukraine had taken those steps with 
NATO approval in the context of the alliance’s 
support for the Macedonian government. 

On July 5, the Russian state-controlled ORT 
Television’s “Odnako” program — reputedly 
a Kremlin mouthpiece — had lashed out at 
Ukraine for having done so. 

At this juncture, however, NATO and the 
EU are jointly mediating between the gov- 
ernment and the ethnic Albanian insurgents. 
The mediators consider that continued arms 
deliveries would be “unhelpful” to the nego- 
tiating process. Kyiv has now agreed to sus- 
pend those deliveries for the duration of the 
negotiations. The Macedonian ambassador in 
Kyiv publicly and angrily protested the sus- 
pension. 

As could be expected, Solana insisted that 
the Ukrainian leadership must combat corrup- 
tion, investigate the murders of journalists, 
ensure the holding of free and fair elections 
next March, accelerate a transparent privati- 
zation and stimulate Western investment. Rice 
had driven home the same points the preced- 
ing week. By the same token, both officials 
took note of the positive economic trends in 
Ukraine and of the Kinakh government’s 
stated commitment to reforms. 


Former Naftogaz head arrested 


(Eastern Economist/BBC Monitoring/Novy 
Kanal)—Affter a request from the Ukrainian 
embassy in Germany, the Hannover Prosecu- 
tor General’s Office confirmed that former 
NaftoGaz Ukrayina acting Chair Thor 
Didenko had been arrested in Frankfurt am 
Main after returning from Milan, said Foreign 
Ministry deputy spokesman Serhiy 
Borodenkoy, July 18. 

He is allegedly associated with Peoples’ 
Deputy Viktor Zherdytsky, who is accused of 
stealing Hradobank funding meant for WWII 
victims of Nazi forced labour. 

Deputy Prosecutor General Mykola 


Obykhod told Novy Kanal that he does not 
tule out the extradition of Zherdytsky to 
Ukraine in order to face charges not covered 
by the German case. 

At the same time, the Ukrainian border 
services say that Didenko probably left the 
country on forged documents 

Anatoliy Samarchenko, the head of the 
press service of the Ukrainian Border Troops, 
told Novy Kanal that Ukrainian citizens are 
checked at border points but unlike foreign 
citizens they are not registered. If it is found 
out that Didenko left Ukraine legally, an in- 
vestigation will be held. 


Tymoshenko decries new energy law 


(Eastern Economist)—The law on the 
wholesale energy market means a return of 
almost all shadow schemes to the energy sec- 
tor, said Batkivshchyna party leader and 
former Deputy Premier for energy Yulia 
Tymoshenko, July 25. 

She said that approval of the law “made it 
obvious which political forces are interested 
in making money in the shadow sector. 

“Tt is interesting that the Communist Party 


and all the oligarchic parties have joined 
their efforts again to support this law by al- 
most a constitutional majority [300 votes]. 
Now, the question is whether President 
Kuchma will be wise enough to keep the 
country from destruction and not enact this 
law,” she added. 

Tymoshenko said that if he did sign the law, 
it would be clear that the president openly and 
publicly supports clans rather than the state. 


SU members threaten self-immolation 


(Eastern Economist)—The members of the 
Samostiyna Ukrayina organization threatened 
to use self-immolation as an act of radical 
protest against corrupt officials, reported SU 
leader Oleksandr Bashuk, Aug 6. 

He added that SU members would begin 
setting fire to themselves on Aug. 18, if they 


saw no reaction to their demands to be heard 
by that time. He said the organization planned 
to hold such protests nationwide. 

Bashuk also stated that Samostiyna 
Ukrayina would not participate in the parlia- 
mentary elections 2002, since, according to 
Bashuk, they were not likely to be fair. 
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Independence Day 


By Peter Byrne, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

It was billed as the most daring public 
works venture Ukraine would undertake since 
declaring independence. And with each pass- 
ing day, it is becoming a symbol of a nation’s 
vision of itself and its future. 

Top officials, including President Leonid 
Kuchma, say Glory to Ukraine, the grand 
project to overhaul Maidan Nezalezhnosti, 
represents Ukraine’s post-Soviet spiritual and 
commercial rebirth. Gangly cranes hover over 
the middle of the square, where a 24-ton statue 
of a woman standing on a globe will cap a 
gold-leafed 38-meter-high Corinthian column 
Aug. 24. 

Construction began unexpectedly in Feb- 
гиагу as police evicted activists pitching tents 
on the square to call attention to Kuchma’s 
alleged involvement in the disappearance of 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

Oleksandr Omelchenko, Kyiv’s vigorous 
mayor, helped law enforcement authorities 
restore calm then. Now he is personally over- 
seeing renovation of the square, which he says 
will be completed on schedule. 

From the modern look of the sidewalks 
along Khreshchatyk to the golden cupolas of 
the restored Assumption Cathedral, few de- 
tails of Kyiv’s unremitting facelift have es- 
caped Omelchenko’s attention since Kuchma 
appointed him acting mayor in 1996. 

The Maidan project includes a pedestrian 
bridge linking Kino Palace to the sullen hulk 
of the Moskva hotel. Across the street, men 
in overalls attempt to cover up a huge hole 
that will eventually house a fountain and an 
underground shopping mall. 

Meanwhile, platoons of young men from 
the army’s corps of engineers are landscap- 
ing slopes along Institutska and helping to 
refurbish stairs leading up to what city plan- 
ners hope will become Ukraine’s National Art 
Gallery by year end. Of course, not every- 
body is happy about how the project has been 
managed. 

Fatherland Party deputy and former Kyiv 
Mayor Leonid Kosakivsky is among a group 
of vocal critics who have questioned the way 
the square’s glitzy transformation has been 
executed. He has accused officials of ignor- 
ing legislation that requires developers to clear 
construction plans and financial arrangements 
before work begins. 

“The Cabinet did not approve the project 
and no one really knows what is being built,” 


he complained to the Forum on Aug. 6. | 

“We are all hostages to the whims of the 
few, who are deciding for us what the square 
should look like. No one even knows how 
much the renovation will cost,” Kosakivsky 
said. 

Officials do not appear fazed by the criti- 
cism. Omelchenko has ordered Kyiv to put 
on its best face for the upcoming holiday. 
Throughout the center of Kyiv, cement trucks 
are in perpetual motion and road crews are 
rushing to fill in trenches and resurface pock- 
marked streets. Trees are being pruned and 
crumbling buildings repainted. 

Older residents of the capital hold 
Omelchenko in relatively high esteem for in- 
stalling sinking artesian wells to provide them 
with water they can drink without getting sick. 
After being elected mayor in 1999, the 62- 
year-old grandfather announced he saw no 
reason why Kyiv should not have five-star 
hotels and streets on par with those in Paris, 
Montevideo and Melbourne. 

“T thank skeptics for expressing their con- 
cerns about Maidan, but we are laying the 
foundation to Ukraine’s future,” Omelchenko 
explained to STB on Aug. 7. 

Teen-agers who traditionally gather each 
evening on Khreshchatyk near the square to 
drink beer and listen to local bands don’t seem 
very impressed. 

“Who cares,” said Alena Andreyeva, a pink- 
haired 17-year-old Kyiv native. Her boyfriend 
Oleh was also neutral about the project. “Ask 
someone wearing a tie,” he advised. 

City officials have asked Ukrainians wish- 
ing to help defray construction costs to con- 
tact Delight Ltd., the private Ukrainian bro- 
kerage that won the tender to develop the sub- 
terranean malls included in the project. De- 
light is offering 31.5 percent annual interest 
on “Independence Day” savings accounts 
opened in Nadra Bank. The special offer, 
which is advertised throughout Kyiv’s public 
transportation system, ends Aug. 22. 

Municipal authorities have advised local 
enterprises to give their employees a day off 
on Aug. 23, turning festivities into another 
four-day weekend. 

At 10 a.m. on Aug. 24 servicemen from 
various forces will march down Kyiv’s cen- 
tral street, Khreshchatyk, to greet the coun- 
try’s leaders and foreign dignitaries, includ- 
ing Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski. 


Kyiv to halt arms sales to Macedonia 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Anatoliy Kinakh said in the Crimean resort 
of Foros on July 31 that his country will stop 
selling arms to Macedonia, dpa reported, cit- 
ing Ukrainian news agencies. 

Kinakh made the statement after meeting 
with Javier Solana, the EU’s foreign policy 
and security chief. 

Foreign Ministry State Secretary Yuriy 
Serheyev said at a Kyiv press conference that 
the decision to suspend weapons sales to 


House resolution 
to commend Kyiv 


(Eastern Economist)—House Representa- 
tives Bob Schaffer and Marcy Kaptur submit- 
ted a resolution congratulating Ukraine on the 
occasion of the country’s tenth anniversary 
of independence which is to be celebrated 
Aug. 24. 

The resolution reads in part that the US 
“should continue to assist in building a truly 
independent Ukraine through encouraging 
and supporting democratic and market- 
economy transformations in Ukraine”. 

After the US House of Representatives cut 
funding for Ukraine for 2002 from US $169 
million to US $125 million July 24, the Sen- 
ate Appropriations committee put US $180 
million into its bill July 26. This greater fig- 
ure is expected to pass into force. 


Macedonia is a sovereign decision made by 
the Ukrainian government and is not due to 
EU pressure. 

A request for a halt in arms transfers to the 
Balkan country was made by U.S. National 
Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice during her 
24-25 July visit to Kyiv and again by Solana 
as he began his five- day visit to Ukraine on 
‘July 30. 

Ukraine has sold 10 helicopters and four 
Su-25 attack planes to Macedonia this year. 


World Bank to 
release first tranche 


(RFE/RL)—Luca Barbone, the World 
Bank’s top official in Ukraine and Belarus, 
said on July 27 in Kyiv that the bank is likely 
to approve а US$250 million tranche of a loan 
to Ukraine this year once the IMF resumes its 
assistance, AP reported. 

Barbone said that “[the IMF approval] is 
expected to take place very soon, so I’m pretty 
confident that we should not have a problem.” 
Barbone arrived in Ukraine on July 22 and 
ended his talks with Ukrainian officials on 
July 27. 

He said the bank is likely to provide a $150 
million disbursement in October and $100 
million the following month. 

This tranche is part of a $750 million loan 
program to Ukraine announced last year. 
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(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Andriy 
Skvaruk finished in fifth place in the 
men’s hammer throw on Day 4 of 
the 2001 World Athletics Champi- 
onships in Edmonton, Aug. 6. 

Skvaruk threw 79.93 on his third 
attempt — one of only two which 
counted from his six throws. He 


World Athletics 
Championships 
Standings after Day 6 on Aug. 8: 


Russia 
United States 
Ethiopia 
Germany 
Kenya 

Cuba 


Czech Republic 
Senegal 
Switzerland 
Estonia 
Japan 
Lithuania 
Sweden 
Australia 
Finland 
Mexico 
Spain 
Canada 
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Ukraine at the Worlds 


welcomes Ukraine’s athletes 


(UkrNews)—Close to 150 mem- 
bers of Edmonton’s Ukrainian com- 
munity welcomed 20 athletes and 
coaches of the Ukrainian World Ath- 
letics Championship team at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre in this 
Edmonton July 29. 

A total of 33 athletes from 
Ukraine are participating in the 
World Championships which are 
being held August 3-12. ,, 

The reception was organized by 
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Yuri Belonoh hurls the shot put. 


Skvaruk fifth in hammer throw, 
Belonoh sixth in shot put 


fouled on the other four. 

Szymon Ziolkowski of Poland 
won the gold with an 83.38 metre 
throw on his fifth attempt, edging 
out Koji Murofishi of Japan who had 
led up to that point. 

Murofishi won the silver with 
82.92, while Ilya Konovalov of Rus- 
sia took the bronze with 80.27. 

Nicola Vizzoni of Italy was fourth 
with 80.13. 

The previous day, Yuriy Bilonoh 
finished sixth in the men’s shot put 
with 20.83 metres. 

“Today it didn’t go well for me. I 
was anticipating 21 metres, but that 
wasn’t to be,” he told Ukrainian 
News after the event. 

John Godina of the United States 
won the gold with a throw of 21.87 
metres on his first attempt. This set 
a record for shot put distance on 
Canadian soil. 

Adam Nelson, also of the United 
States won the silver with a throw 
of 21.24, while Arsi Harju of Fin- 
land took the bronze with 20.93. 

On the opening day Ukraine took 
seventh place among the national 
teams on the men’s marathon. 

Aleksandr Kuzin led the Ukrain- 
ians coming in 18th at 2 hours, 21 
minutes, 26 seconds. Mykola Rudyk 
was 31st at 2:26:04 and Andrey 
Naumov was 50th with 2:31:42. 

The gold was won by Gezahegne 
of Ethiopia with 2:12:42, silver by 
Simon Biwott of Kenya with 
2:12:43. Stefano Baldoni of Italy 
won the bronze with 2:13:18. 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

“No matter where you are or what 
you do, be prepared to say ‘I am 
Ukrainian,’” said David Sereda, 
president of UCC - APC. 

Gene Zwozdesky, Alberta Minis- 
ter for Community Development, 
under whose jurisdiction falls the 
responsibility for amateur sports, 
greeted the athletes on behalf of the 
provincial government. 

“T want to sincerely thank you for 
you are helping raise that Ukrainian 
flag to where it belongs, not only in 
our native land, but also here in 
Canada,” said Zwozdesky. 

“This is a very, very important 
matter for all of us. So we sincerely 
thank you that you will bring a 
breath of fresh air... to our new land, 
here in Edmonton, in Alberta, in 
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Ukraine’s team enters the stadium during the Opening Ceremonies, Aug. 3. 


Canada. Your presence here with us 
is a very valuable thing for all of us,” 


stated the minister. 

Mykola Kostenko, General Sec- 
retary of the Ukrainian Athletic Fed- 
eration said that because the 
economy is stabilizing in Ukraine, 
sport is also developing. Today in 
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Roman Schurenko, Vira Zozulya and Andriy Sokolovsky at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Centre. 


Ukraine there are almost 60,000 
children actively participating in 
sports. 

Roman Schurenko, Olympic 
bronze medal winner in the long 
jump, said that having a local cheer- 
ing section will be a tremendous 
boost to Ukraine’s athletes. 

“It gives us a lot of additional 
impetus and we fell more excited to 
participate because we know we 
have the support here already among 
Ukrainians,” Schurenko said, “It 
will make us strive to do our very 
best.” 

Andriy Sokolovsky, a six-foot, 
five-inch high jumper, said he also 
appreciates events like that one, to 
get a taste of food from home. 

Other athletes also spoke very 
positively the Ukrainian community, 
which organized accommodation, 
training facilities and transportation 
around the city. . 

The Ukrainian diaspora has been 
very good,” stated Natalia Berkut, 


a competitor in the 10,000 metre 


race. 
"Му impressions are the best, be- 


cause there are a lot of Ukrainians 


who live here.. and they have wel- 
comed us very well,” said Vira 
Zozulya, participating in the 20- 
kilometre speed walk. 

“T even met some of my own 
countrymen” added the athlete from 
Ternopil region. 


Ecstatic Pavlysh wins Zhanna takes sold 
Ukraine’s first medal com: con»: 


Bronze especially dear after two years spent 
in hospitals following reconstructive surgery 


(UkrNews)—An ecstatic Vita 
Pavlysh threw 19.41 metres in the 
women’s shot to win Ukraine’s first 
medal of the World Athletics Cham- 
pionships on Day 4 of the Games, 
Aug. 6. 

Pavlysh landed the marker on her 
second of six attempts and main- 
tained that position despite strong 
challenges from Larisa Peleshenko 
and Irina Korzhanenko of Russia. 

Yanina Korolchik of Belarus won 
the gold with a powering 20.61 me- 
tre shot on her third attempt — set- 
ting a new record for her country. 

Nadine Kleinert-Schmitt of Ger- 
many won the silver with a 19.86 
metre shot on her last attempt. 

But it was Pavlysh who was the 
most excited with her placing. She 
jumped with joy on the podium, 
lifted her arms in the air and kissed 
the medal. 

Although just a third-place finish, 
it was a major comeback for the 32- 
year-old Pavlysh who was sus- 
pended for failing a dope test at the 
1999 World Indoor Championships, 
then had to undergo reconstructive 
surgery on both her knees. 

“Unfortunately I spent most of 
that time not on the track, but actu- 
ally in hospitals. So today’s result 
makes both me and my coach feel 
ecstatic,” she said at the press con- 
ference immediately after the medal 
ceremony. 

This was only her second compe- 
tition this year, she later told Ukrain- 
ian News 
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“T am pleased with the prize — a 
bronze —and I don’t even have any 
doubts that in the future it is only 
going to get better,” she said . 


PHOTO — ROMNA PETRIW 


Vita Pavlysh on the medal podium. 


With a reaction time of 0.123 sec- 
onds compared with 0.146 for Jones, 
Pintusevich-Block got the jump on 
everybody and maintained the lead 
throughout the race. Jones started to 
narrow the gap towards the end, but 
it was not enough to overtake 
Pintusevich-Block who finished 
with a time of 10.82 seconds to 
Jones’ 10.85. 

Collapsing on the track, she cried 
for joy and clutched her head in dis- 
belief, quietly mouthing “Mama”. 

Earlier in the afternoon, 


| | Pintusevich-Block gave an indica- 


tion that an upset was in the making 
when she edged Jones by one-hun- 
dredth of a second in the semi-final. 
“The semi-final gave me confi- 
dence. But you never know how it 
will go until you get to the finish 
line,” she said. 
Pintusevich-Block added that 
having won the 100-metre, she was 
unlikely to strat in the 200. 
Despite having to field a number 
of loaded questions from a raven- 
ous media at the press conference 
following the medal ceremony, 
Jones was magnanimous in defeat. 
Replying to a question about 
whether she had “forgotten how to 
act” in defeat after four straight 
years of victories, Jones replied: 
“T think that it’s important for ап 
athlete — in the face of winning, or 
in the face of defeat — to applaud 
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Women’s 100-metre winners. Left to Right; Marion Jones, Zhanna 
Pintusevich-Block, bronze medal winner Eketerini Thanou of Greece. 


Stated already today that Zhanna 
deserved the victory — she’s a great 
champion, she put in the time, she 
put in the work.” 

Pintusevich-Block, 29, grew up in 
Kyiv, where her parents still live. 
After marrying sports agent Mark 
Block, she moved to the United 
States three years ago and now lives 
in Johnson City, Tenn. 

After her disappointing perform- 
ance at the Olympics where she 
failed to get a medal, her husband, 
who previously coached track at 
Eastern Tennessee State and the 


University of California’s Berkley 
Campus, became her coach. 

“We changed her start and her 
acceleration,” he explained. 

Yukhym Sharpansky press attache 
for the Ukrainian Amateur Athlet- 
ics federation, told Ukrainian News 
her victory is very significant for 
Ukraine. 

“After the Sydney Olympics, 
where Ukraine simply collapsed in 
track and field, and we only won two 
bronze medals, this is like the sun 
has risen on the the track and field 


the person that beat you, and as I 


landscape of Ukraine.” 


Zhanna revels in glory of 100 m upset 
One day later, Ukrainian reflects on long road to victory 


Rick McConnell, 
The Edmonton Journal, August 8, 2001 

They will say her life changed in 10.82 seconds, but 
deep inside, near her heart, she knows it took a lot 
longer. 

In truth, Zhanna Pintusevich-Block started her run 
for gold eight years ago and thousands of miles away, 
in Stuttgart, Germany, the day she met the man who, 
one day, would give her a new start, in more ways than 
one. 

On Aug. 7, gold medal around her neck, her husband, 
her coach, by her side, Pintusevich-Block stood on the 
roof of the Campus Towers Suite Hotel to pose for pho- 
tographers and camera crews, the city where she claimed 
her crown stretched out green and bright as the future 
before her. 

She talked about her life, and for the first time, re- 
ally, the world was listening. 

Born Zhanna Tarnopolska, on June 7, 1972, the year 
Valeriy Borzov won two gold medals at the Munich 
Olympics — in the men’s 100 and 200 metres — she 
was raised by her bookkeeper mother in Kyiv. She loved 
to run, even as a small girl, and by 13 was faster than 
all the boys at School No. 17. She started training that 
year and ran her first race. 

She won. 

Three years later, she claimed the Soviet Union jun- 
ior title. In 1991, at age 19, she won the European jun- 
ior title in the 100 and 200 and decided her future was 
on the track. The next year, she took home the Euro- 
pean 60-metre indoor championship. 

Year by year, stride by stride, she kept getting faster, 

ter. 


In Stuttgart, in 1993, two important things happened. 
Zhanna Tarnopolska competed in her first world cham- 
pionships, bowing out in the semifinals of the wom- 
en’s 100. She also met mark Block, an American track 
coach, also attending his first Worlds. It wasn’t love at 
first sight. Even for a sprinter, things take longer than 
that. 

After Stuttgart, Zhanna and Mark saw each other off 
and on, mostly at track meets in Europe. By the time 
the 1995 Worlds in Gothenburg, Sweden, rolled around, 


Zhanna had a new husband and a new last name. She 
made it to the final for the first time, finishing fifth. 

In Athens in 1997, she thought she’d won, raising 
her arms in the air after she crossed the finish line. She 
even started a victory lap, before the official times 
lashed up on the scoreboard and the world learned she’d 
lost to Marion Jones of the United States by .02 sec- 
onds. 

Things changed after that, for the better and the 
worse. The next year her first marriage ended and she 
and Block started dating. She moved from Kyiv a city 
of 3.5 million, to Johnson City, Tenn., a city of 50,000. 
The two were married there on Jan. 17, 1999. 

At the Worlds that year in Athens, Zhanna 
Pintusevich-Block finished fourth. At the 2000 Sum- 
mer Olympics in Sydney, she finished fifth and parted 
ways with her coach, Valentine Bonderenko. Her hus- 
band took over, one intense perfectionist coaching an- 
other. 

“Tt was a challenge for both of us,” Block says. 

“When you have a tough day at the track, it comes 
back to the house. The firs month we trained together, 
I was wondering how long it would go on, or whether 
Га jump off the roof. Or maybe get thrown off the 
roof.” 

For nine months they worked on her start. “We did 
block starts a few times in the living room,” he says. 

They must have got it right. In both the semifinal 
and final, Aug. 6, Pintusevich-Block beat Jones out of 
the blocks. She won the semi by .01 seconds, the final 
by three times that margin. _ 

The new gold medallist and her coach took Aug. 7» 
off and planned to start training again Aug. 8. 

She will race next in Zurich and in Brussels, then to 
go Australia for the Goodwill Games. In September, 
she’ll return to Kyiv to visit her mother and step-fa- 
ther, whom she now supports with money earned on 
the track. Her win came with a $60,000 US prize. 

Pintusevich-Block expects she’ll be a little bit fa- 
mous now in her homeland and in her new country, 
but insists that won’t change a thing. "А lot more рео- 

ple will know me now,” she says. “I’m starting to be- 
lieve I’m the world champion.” 


Перша кров в Криму 


(Українська правда) Прогнози спостерігачів про Te, що Крим, 
з приходом нового керівництва уряду і поверненням Франчуків, 
буде відкинутий як мінімум на 5 років, коли криваві розборки 
через привабливу власність були ледве не буденною подією, на 
жаль починають виправдовуватися. 

У четвер, 2 серпня, в столичному мікрорайоні Мар'їно, в 
лісосмузі неподалеку від Сімферопольського водосховища, знайдено 
два трупи. Убиті пострілами в голову - чоловік і дружина 
Кротенко. Ларисі Кротенко було 39 років, її чоловіку Олегу - 
40 


Передбачається, що подружжя були вбиті під час ранкової 
пробіжки. Обидва вони - власники бару-ресторану «Козачий 
шлях», відомого також під колишньою назвою «Вдалині від 
дружин», на трасі «Сімферополь- Ялта». Ресторан цей розташований 
в зручному і мальовничому місці, дуже популярний як серед 
симферопольців, так і серед проїжджаючих туристів і, природно, 
має добрі прибутки, особливо в курортний сезон. 

У кримській міліції, підтвердивши факт убивства, повідомляють, 
що Прокуратурою АРК порушено за цим фактом карну справу. 

Поки що рано робити якісь висновки про те, що криміногенна 
ситуація на півострові тепер знову буде нагадувати Сицилію. 
Але ця трагічна подія, прецедентів якої не було вже декілька 
років, не додає оптимізму. 


Справу унсовців за фактом 
блокування потягу закрито 


(Українська правда) -За відсутністю складу злочину слідчий 
Лінійного управління станції «Київ-пасажирський» Олег Касьянов 
закрив справу, порушену за фактом блокування потягу на 
київському вокзалі двома активістами УНА-УНСО. 

Дві дівчини, одна з яких неповнолітня, 22 травня ц.р. прикували 
себе до рейок столичного вокзалу на знак протесту проти 
ув'язнення членів УНА-УНСО та переслідування політичної 
партії УНА після подій 9 березня. 

Рішення про закриття справи було прийняте на підставі 
результатів судово-технічної експертизи. Було зроблено висновок, 
що людське тіло не може бути перешкодою на шляху руху 
потягу, а також не могло поставити під загрозу життя та безпеку 
пасажирів. Крім того, час, на який було затримано потяг (30 
хвилин) не міг збити графік руху потягу «Київ -Акмола». 

Однак, за словами прес-секретаря УНА-УНСО Тетяни Чорновіл, 
яка брала участь у тій акції, керівництво задоволене рішенням 
слідчого. Воно вимагає продовжити справу. Зокрема, заступник 
начальника Управління Міністерства внутрішніх справ на Підвенно- 
Західній залізниці, полковник міліції Олександр Зеленковський 
підписав постанову про продовження справи. 


Їніціятори «антикучмівського» 
референдуму подали судовий 
позов на мера Львова 


(Українська правда) -Ініціятори проведення Всеукраїнського 
референдуму щодо висловлення недовіри президенту України 
Леоніду Кучмі подали судовий позов на міського голову Львова 
Василя Куйбіду. 

Позов також подано на секретаря Львівської міської ради 
Василя Білоуса. 

Про це повідомив перший секретар Львівського міського 
комітету Соцпартії України Віктор Савченко. За його словами, 
Куйбіда і секретар міськради Білоус не передали до Центральної 
виборчої комісії України документи зборів ініціятивної групи 
щодо проведення референдуму. Це вони мотивували допущеними 
у поданих документах «формальними помилками». Савченко 
розповів, що судовий позов на міського голову Львова і секретаря 
Львівської міськради надіслано поштою у Галицький районний 
суд міста Львова. 

Головним ініціятором референдуму є партія «Батьківщина» на 
чолі з Юлією Тимошенко. 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund 
may be sent to: 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 
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До великодушних, може й доленосних, 
висловів Папи Івана Павла II в його 
прощанні з Україною 


Степан Ярмусь 

Святіший Папа Їван Павло П, відвідав Україну 
в днях 23-26 червня цього 2001 року. Він вважав 
ці відвідини високонагородними і вдячними. 
Виходить, що ця візита була давножданою для 
Папи, також несподіваною для багатьох. 

Коли ж з Ватикану наспіло проголошення, 
що Папа дійсно має відвідати Україну в червні 
2001 року, - реакція на це повідомлення була 
різна. Я сам, маючи в своїй диспозиції збірку 
деяких матеріялів, що стосувалися до цієї евен- 
туалії, написав на її тему інформативну статтю 
під назвою: «Папа запрошений: він відвідає 
Україну в червні 2001 року». 

Стаття була надрукована в деяких часописах у 
Канаді, в Австралії, навіть в Европі. Реакція на 
неї була різна. Це нормальна справа. Тепер, 
коли відвідини Святішого Папи Ївана Павла П 
будуть поволі відходити в минуле, я - автор тієї 
статті, з перспектив бачення процесу візити, 
реакції на неї з боку українського народу, - 
вважаю потрібним сказати, що я підписав би 
цю статтю ще раз і ще раз, бо вона потрібна 
для насвітлення певного контексту та процесу, а 
самій візиті висловити деяку оцінку. Вона бо 
важлива несподіванка. Тепер за неї Святішому 
доводиться висловити глибоку подяку, інакше, - 
каміння може заговорити... 

Для виконання даного завдання вистачить 
навести декілька висловів Папи з його прощальної 
промови виголошеної на летовищі у Львові 26 
липня. Звертаючись до України й українського 
народу, Святіший Отець між іншим, сказав 
(роблю переклад з польського тексту): «Дякую 
Тобі, Україно, яка своєю невтомною і героїчною 
боротьбою з наїзниками боронила Европу». 

Для кращої орієнтації в справі цієї боротьби, 
треба подати деякі факти: 

За Княжої Русі вона проявлялася в боротьбі з 
азійськими наїзниками і задокументована в «Слові 
про Ігорів похід» у вислові його автора: «Здрави, 
князі і дружина, побарая за христьяни на погания 
полки! Князем слава а дружині! Аминь». Там 
початки оборони Україною християнської Европи. 

Тепер погляньмо на боротьбу Козаччини з 
тими наїзниками, що йшли на Европу з південного 
сходу: 

Війна Польщі з турками під Хотином 1621 
року: 150-тисячна армія турків виступила проти 
Польщі і під Хотином завдала полякам великої 
поразки. Польща запросила до помочі казаків. 
Поляків було 30 тисяч, козаків під проводом 
Петра Сагайдачного — 40 тисяч. Козаки влучними 
маневрами проти турків врятували поляків, а з 
ними всю християнську Европу. 

1673 року турки знову виступили проти Польщі. 
Польський король Ян Собєскі запросив до помочі 
козаків, які, під тим же Хотином, завдали туркам 
другої поразки і так спинили їхній наступ на 
християнську Европу. 

1683 року турки виступили проти Европи ще 
раз, яких під Віднем зустріла збройна сила евро- 
пейських народів, до проводу яких був запрошений 
прославлений у війні проти турків той же король 
Ян Собескі. Він знову запросив до помочі козаків, 
бо сам заявив, що «без тих людей ми не можемо 
обійтися». Козаки пішли на цю війну під проводом 
гетьмана Степана Куниці, який стратегічними 
рухами розбив турецькі війська, а саму Турецьку 
імперію попхнув до її остаточного упадку. Україн- 
ський воїн вратував християнську Европу знову 


і цей раз то була така рішуча перемога, що 2 
лютого 1684 року в папській каплиці у Ватикані 
був відслужений вдячний молебень «за козацькі 
побіди над турками». Так була зломана турецька 
загроза Европі навіки. 

Проте проти Европи виступили інші сили: 
більшовики. Проти них боролися збройні сили 
Української Народної Республіки і Польщі. Біль- 
шовики йшли на всю Европу і 1920 року 
підступили під Варшаву. Тут польські сили 3 
частинами армії УНР відбили наступ більшовиків 
і повернули їх назад. Ця перемога ввійшла в 
польську історію як «Цуд над Віслов». В тому 
чуді неабияку ролю відіграв український воїн і 
добре, що хоч тепер Святіший Отець згадав 
все це і так урочисто, майже «екс катедра», 
подякував Україні за оборону християнської 
Европи. Він поступив у цьому небувалому випадку 
совісно й урочисто. 

Тепер, на нашу увагу, - ще деякі прощальні 
вислови Папи: 

«Оце, залишаючи землі українські, - сердечні 
поздоровлення прагну спрямувати до братів і 
сестер та душпастирства Церкви Православної, 
всіх обіймаю своєю молитвою, всіх поздоровляю 
і до всіх спрямовую як побажання слова благо- 
словення апостола Павла до християн з Тесалоні- 
ків: «Господь спокою нехай обдаровує вас спокєм 
завжди й у всякий спосіб» (2 Сол. 3:16). 

«Нехай Господь обдарує Тебе, Народе українсь- 
кий, який по здобутті врешті свободи, дякуючи 
витриманому і згідному заангажованню почав 
діло відкривання своїх найправдивіших коренів і 
став на працьовиту дорогу реформ, щоб усім 
дати можливість життя і вияву власної віри, 
власної культури, власних переконань у межах 
свободи й справедливості... Бажаю, щоб Україна 
могла повно включатися до Европи, яка повинна 
обіймати ввесь континент від Атлянтику до 
Уралу...». 

«Спокій і згода! оце тайна спокою і запорука 
правдивого і тривалого поступу. Дякуючи гармонії 
намірів і чинів Україна як батьківщина віри й 
діялогу дочекається визнання своєї гідности в 
спільноті народів. 

Приходить мені на думку урочиста пересторога 
вашого великого поета Тараса Шевченка: «Тільки 
в своєму власному домі знайдеш правду, силу і 
свободу». Український народе, коріння твого 
майбутнього є запущені в живій землі твоїх 

Ї ще раз, земле України, бажаю тобі... спокою. 
Залишаю в своїм серці незабутні спогади. До 
побачення, приязний народе, якого обіймаю 
почуттям симпатії і милості. Дякую за сердечне 
прийняття і гостинність, яких не забуду ніколи... 

До побачення Україно!... Дорогі браття і 
сестри проказую разом з вашим поетом і разом 
3, вами: Нехай Бог охороняє вас завжди «0 
святий, святий мій краю». 

Прошу Всемогучого Бога, щоб благословив 
тебе народе України, щоб вилікував всі твої 
рани...». 

Це деякі вислови Папи Ївана Павла П в його 
прощанні з Україною. 

Який це контраст виявам того імперського 
апетиту, що його продемонстрував патріярх Алек- 
сей зі своїм побратимом президентом Білорусі 
Лукашенком (він вважає себе «православним 
атеїстом») на збігу границь Росії, Білорусі й 
України. 


Електорат КПРС знаходиться «в 
абсолютно інертному стані» 


(Українська правда) Лідер Комуністичної партії 
робітників і селян, народний депутат Олександр 
Яковенко (позафракційний) відкидає обвинува- 
чення в розкольництві лівого руху в Україні. 

На прес-конференції у Києві 30 липня Яковенко 
повідомив, що КПРС має намір взяти участь у 
майбутніх виборах, однак при цьому не буде 
претендувати на електорат Компартії України. 
З його слів, їхній електорат складає близько 5 
млн. чоловік, які розчарувалися в Комуністичній 
партії України і знаходяться «в абсолютно 
інертному стані». 

Лідер КПРС повідомив, що партія ще не визна- 
чилася, чи піде вона самостійно на майбутні вибори, 
чи у блоці з іншими партіями. Однак зазначив, 
що вже сім партій заявили про бажання співпра- 


цювати з КПІРС, не назвавши жодної із них. 

КПРС зареєстрована 30 березня ц.р. Має 
регіональні організації в 24 областях України, і 
на сьогодні нараховує близько 31 тисячі членів. 

Мета створення партії - «усунення від влади 
привілейованих кланів методами пропаганди і 
політичної боротьби, підкорення тих кланів дик- 
татурі відродженого пролетаріяту в формі 
диктатури трудового народу, встановлення 
повного соціялістичного суспільства без кланів 
і держави». Партія створена для того, щоб 
насправді захищати інтереси трудового народу, 
відзначив її лідер. 

Крім того, КПРС бачить своїм завданням 
«перейти від Союзу слов'янських народів до 
Союзу радянських соціялістичних республік». 
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US-Canadian chorus brings 
bandura music to Ukraine 


By Dana Liss, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

Many immigrants choose to sever ties with the past 
and immerse themselves in their adopted culture with 
no intention of ever returning to the land they left be- 
hind. That’s not the case with a troupe of ethnic Ukrain- 
іап5 who have been promoting the musical traditions 
of their homeland for more than five decades while liv- 
ing half a world away. 

Ever since independence, the Detroit-based Ukrain- 
ian Bandurist Chorus has periodically brought the mu- 
sic of the bandura back to Ukraine through a series of 
concerts designed to entertain and enlighten. 

“Tn 1991 and 1994 we brought Ukrainian music from 
the diaspora back to Ukraine, and the people were 
amazed,” said chorus president Anatoliy Murha. 

For more than 50 years, the 55-member all-male 
Bandurist Chorus, which includes members from 
Canada as well as the United States, has been perform- 
ing around the world, playing both traditional and mod- 
em compositions. The chorus has packed concert halls 
in the United States, Europe, Canada and Australia and 
has been praised for both the quality and energy of its 
performances, Murha said. 

In 1992, the chorus received the prestigious Taras 
Shevchenko state prize in Ukraine, honoring organiza- 
tions and individuals for excellence in the arts. 

A cross between a lute and a harp, the bandura has 
between 20 and 65 strings. It is capable of emulating 
the delicacy of a harpsichord but with a wider range of 
dynamics and tonal control. 

The chorus has come a long way since its forced flight 
abroad in 1949, 

“Tt is amazing how this chorus is still intact, consid- 
ering how much it has endured,” said E. Morgan 
Williams, director of Arts Ukraine Information Serv- 
ice, a Web site dedicated to promoting Ukrainian arts 
and culture. 

Indeed, the history of the chorus reads much like a 
novel. 


It first formed in Lviv in 1918 by Hnat Khotkevycha, 
a writer, composer, theater director best known for his 
literary works, “The Prodigal Son” and the highly ac- 
claimed play ““Bohdan Khemelnytsky.” 

A railway engineer by profession, Khotkevycha fled 
from Kharkiv after leading a workers’ strike in 1905. 
In western Ukraine, he embraced Ukrainian culture and 
absorbed himself in writing about it, while perfecting 
the art of the bandura. 

Dubbed the “Voice of Ukraine,” the instrument be- 
came the symbol of Ukrainian art, and nationalism — 
especially after the Soviet authorities banned the 
bandura in the 1930s. 

Moscow took such a negative view of the bandura 
that authorities took to persecuting players, and 
Khotkevycha was executed in 1938. 

But his Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus survived. 

After enduring both Soviet and Nazi oppression, the 
chorus, led by its conductor Hryhory Kytasty, made 
the journey to the United States via Germany with the 
help of Allied forces. Kytasty set up shop in Detroit 
and the chorus continued playing in exile. 

Some of the players, like Murha, are the progeny of 
the original group and grew up playing the bandura. 
His father, Volodymyr, was born to Ukrainian parents 
in Germany during World War II and was later taught 
to play the bandura by Kytasty after the family moved 
to the United States. 

When the chorus came to Ukraine for the first time 
following the country’s independence in 1991, people 
were in a state of euphoria. But that elation eventually 
dimmed as political and economic turmoil gripped the 
country. The hard times were difficult for the chorus 
to deal with at first. 

“This time around, we understand the struggles that 
a growing nation must go through,” Murha said. 

Unlike many Ukrainians who never left the nation, 
the chorus has a positive impression of the country. 

“We feel that it’s an amazing time to be in Ukraine.” 


Edmonton to celebrate 10th Anniversary 
of Ukraine’s Independence 


(Bottomline Productions)—On August 24, 1991 іп 
| the city of Kyiv, the independence of Ukraine from the 
USSR was proclaimed — a monumental and historic 
event in world history. The local Ukrainian community 
and The Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Edmonton 
Branch — invite Edmontonians to a Celebration of the 
10th Anniversary of Ukrainian Independence Day to 
take place at Hawrelak Park on Sunday, August 19. 
The event kicks off at 12 noon with the first ever 
Kozak Games featuring Kozak Wrestling (in Sumo 
suits!), a Team Endurance Competition, Kozak Kickball 
(soccer), a Trivia Challenge and Arm Wrestling. Teams 
of 2 males and 2 females each can register vial email 
(Kozakgames@ yahoo.com) or snail mail (Vera Krawec; 
16226 - 56 Street; Edmonton, Alberta, TSY 2V2) by 
August 13. (A registration fee of $20 per team is appli- 


cable with cheques made payable to UCC-Edmonton. 
Team members must be a minimum of 14 years of age.) 
Join celebrity guests, compete for prizes and tons of 
fun... or simply come to catch the action! 

The celebration continues with a Commemorative 
Extravaganza Concert in the Heritage Amphitheatre 


featuring the Verkhovyna Ukrainian Dancers, Vocal So- 


loist Greg Maluzynsky, the Dunai Ukrainian Dancers, 
Contemporary Ukrainian Vocalist Luba Bilash, poet 
Olja Mycz, and Edmonton’s World Champion Whis- 


tler Michael Cooney. Concert admission is $10 per per- 


son with students/children free. 

The event wraps up with a Zabava (party) featuring 
a band in the on-site Beer Gardens starting at 5 pm. 
Patrons can also enjoy the Beer Gardens, Ukrainian 
food and entertainment offerings throughout the day. 


Commemorative coin costs NBU a mint 


By Evgenia Mussuri, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

The National Bank of Ukraine will receive Hr 5 
apiece for a coin it issued to commemorate the nation’s 
10th anniversary — a coin that cost the country Hr 7.60 
each to produce. 

The Cabinet of Ministers allocated Hr 760,000 to 
enable the national bank to produce the coins in time 
for Independence Day on Aug. 24. 

The bank minted just 100,000 of the coins, which 
have a cumulative face value of Hr 500,000 — trans- 
lating into an overall Hr 260,000 loss for the project. 

Released July 31, the commemorative is Ukraine’s 
first general-circulation coin with a face value in ex- 
cess of 50 kopeks since 1996, when a Hr 1 coin was 
minted. While intended for general use, the coin’s low 
mintage makes it unlikely that it will show up in pocket 
change. 

The NBU regularly produces commemorative coins, 
which are principally sold to collectors through agents 
in Germany, Japan and the United States. The new 35- 


millimeter diameter, 16.54-gram coin is made from a 
German nickel-silver alloy. On the coin’s obverse side, 
a lion and musket-carrying Cossack flank a shield bear- 
ing the Tryzub, an image symbolic of Ukraine’s unity, 
according to NBU. The reverse shows a map of 
Ukraine, with the Verkhovna Rada building superim- 
posed in the foreground. Surrounding the art is an in- 
scription reading "10 years of Independence of Ukraine, 
1991-2001.” 

The coin was designed by Ukrainian artist Oleksandr 
Ivanenko. The obverse was sculpted by Volodymyr 
Demyanenko and the reverse was sculpted by 
Svyatoslav Ivanenko. 

The national bank has produced a series of 139 spe- 
cial coins since 1996 honoring prominent historical and 
cultural figures, including Volodymyr the Great, 
Yaroslav the Wise, Ivan Mazepa and Taras Shevchenko 
or commemorating historical events, such as the 10th 
anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster. The coins are 
produced in nickel-silver, silver and gold. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
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CELEBRATE! 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Ukrainian Food, Beer Gardens, Entertainment all day! 
Join the Kozak Olympics - prizes, celebrity guests, 


Contact: (780) 423-5422; 604-5885 


Admission: $10 per person only for concert 
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Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 

Such monuments are available 

in various designs, styles and 

types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 

4 in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 


OF UKRAINE 


10th ANNIVERSARY 


HAWRELAK PARK 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, 2001 


- Kozak Games 

- Gommemorative Extravaganza Concert, 
entertainment, special guests 

- Stay and enjoy the Band, Beer Gardens, 

and fun 


Free fun for all ages! 


Students and Children FREE 


CONGRESS 
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110-та Конвенція GFWC 


В днях 23-25 червня ц.р. відбулася в місті Сент Пол, Міннесота 
110-та Річна Міжнародня Конвенція Генеральної Федерації Жіночих 
Клюбів - General Federation of Women’s Clubs - GFWC. 

На конвенцію з'їхалося понад 800 делегаток з правом голосу 
і багато гостей з майже всіх штатів Америки і з інших країн. 
На святковому відкритті входили на залю всі штатні прапори, як 
також прапори держав/організацій не американських, які є 
афілійовані з GFWC. 

Внесено і український прапор, за ним у вишиваній сорочці 
увійшла голова СФУЖО Оксана Соколик. На залі були ще 
присутні делегатки Наталя Їванів - голова Українського Золотого 
Хреста та гості Марія Реймонд - бувша голова місцевого УЗХ, 
Ольга Антохій - заступниця голови Об'єднання Українських 
Православних Сестрицтв та д-р Надія Каркоць - секретар УЗХ 
i член ОУПС. На конвенцію приїхали делегатки з Аруби, Бразілії, 
Ямайки, Японії, Тайвану, Бермуди, та інших країн. Конвенцію 
відкрила президент Shelby Hamlett. 

На пленарній сесії О. Соколик коротко поінформувала про 
працю СФУЖО, Н. Іванів про працю УЗХ. В резолюціях ГФДЦ 
є підтримка боротьби з продажжю жінок. Голова СФУЖО у 
свойому слові сказала, що ці питання підняли на форумі ООН 
представниці СФУЖО вже давно і дістали підтримку міжнародніх 
організацій. Ці слова викликали у слухачів спонтанні оплески. 

Учасниці конвенції брали участь в «робітнях» та почули визначних 
промовців. Між ними: Журналістка Боні Анджело, говорила про 
матерей президентів США. Віліям Магі говорив про працю 
свого товариства: “Operation smile” — де лікарі добровільно роблять 
пластичні операції покаліченим дітям в країнах третього світу, 
за що дістають в дарунок щасливу усмішку дитини. Обговорено 
ще багато різних тем. 

Великим і успішним проєктом GFWC була збірка книг до 
бібліотек Америки, В ній взяло участь 3200 клюбів, які подарували 
бібліотекам 659.618 книжок вартости понад $3,000,000 та інші 
речі потрібні бібліотекам, на понад $5,000,000. Наступна 111-та 
Конвенція відбудеться в червні 2002 в Канзас Сіті. 

O. Соколик і Н. Іванів були на Службі Божій в Українській 
Католицькій Церкві а після того в Українській Православній 
Церкві, де по Службі Божій відбулася тепла зустріч членок 
складових організацій з головою СФУЖО. Зустріччю проводила 
Лідія Голуб - голова місцевого відділу Об'єднання Українських 
Православних Сестрицтв. 

Екзекутива СФУЖО 


Їван Драч має намір 
покинути уряд Кінаха 


(Українська правда) -Голова Державного комітету інформаційної 
політики України Їван Драч має намір восени написати заяву з 
проханням про відставку. 

Пан Драч був призначений на посаду голови Державного комітету 
інформації в уряді Віктора Ющенка. Багато хто прогнозував, що 
після того, як Кабінет Міністрів очолить Анатолій Кінах, він не 
втримається на посаді. В інтерв'ю BBC Їван Драч повідомив, що 
попри вимогу низки політичних сил, проти його відставки виступає 
президент Леонід Кучма. 

Драч водночас підкреслив, що готовий працювати у будь- 
якому уряді, якщо це принесе користь Україні. 

ВВС прогнозує, що після відставки Ївана Драча інформаційна 
політика уряду Кінаха може помінятись. 

Багато хто з політиків вважає, що Їван Драч на своїй посаді 
звертав максимум уваги на вживання української мови, замість 
того, щоб займатися концептуальними речами. 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
і Якщо ні, то: 


. «Українські вісті» под дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
В англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 
Name: 


Address 
City 
Це дарунок від: 


Prov. 


іни: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST")) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ Т5М 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Пластовий 
Табір 


Пл. сен. Гануся Градюк-Янн 

Новацький Пластовий табір «Вітаємо Світ» 
відбувся в днях від 3-го до 14-го липня, 2001 р. 
на оселі Тенгелбудз тріз, при Голубиному озері, 
Альберта. Участь брали новаки і новачки 3 
Калгарі, Саскатуну і Едмонтону. 

Мати природа співпрацювала з нами, бо під 
час цілого табору, дощ подав тільки дві години! 
Різноманітна програма табору дала можливість 
дітям виконувати цікаві заняття: їзда роверами 
- включно з 55 кілометровим їздом під назвою 
«Тур де Пласт», що вимагав від учасників багато 
витривалости. Старші таборовики мали нагоду 
спати під шатрами як приготовка до юнацтва. 

В програмі також були спортові ігри - де 
учасники брали участь у дефіляді, виявили своє 
вміння у різних ділянках і на кінець діставали 
признання. З нагоди Ївана Купала, дівчата плели 
віночки і пускали на воду при співі купальських 
пісень. Хлопці змайстрували вогонь який пустили 
на воду, що було дуже цікаве для дітей. Крім 
того була дитяча маскарада, базар і багато цікавих 
вогників зі співом і скечами. 

Комендантом табору був пл. сен. Володимир 
Горбай, який вміло приготовив дуже цікаву i 
різноманітну програму для старших і молодших 


Новацький табір «Вітаємо Світ» 2001. 
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Новацький 


«Вітаємо Світ» 


таборовиків. Йому належиться велике признання 
за працю, яку він вклав щоб табір був успішним. 
Решта команди тобору були: пл. сен. Гануся 
Градюк-Янн, пл. сен. Орест Говда, пл. сен. Олеся 
Цинцар-Тумин, пл. сен. Зенко Мартинків, ст. 
пл. Богдан Горіх, ст. пл. Еля Чурук, пл. розв. 
Микола Білаш, пл. розв. Зірка Решітник, пл. 
розв. Лука Петришин. Мед-сестрами на таборі 
була пл. сен. Надя Солтикевич-Вархола і пл. 
сен. Дарка Васараб-Ролланд. В кухні працювали 
родичі: п. Петро Ролланд, п. Лорн Тумин, п. 
Марта Скрипник, п. Роксоляна Чумак, п. Леся 
Солтикевич і п. Линда Говда. 

Культурні заняття були дуже популярні для 
дітей. Їх приготовили п. Оля Боцюрків, пл, сен. 
Дарця Васараб-Ролланд, п. Маріянна Саварин і 
п. Рута Мартинків, яка також виготовила дуже 
цікаву таборову відзнаку. 

Табір відвідали станична пл. сен. Славка 
Шулякевич, пл. сен. Ярема Шулякевич, пл. сен. 
Даруся Градюк-Горбай і пл. сен. Радомир Білаш. 

Через позитивну співпрацю команди тобору, і 
ентузіязм учасників табору, цей табір пройшов 
з великим успіхом. Надіємося, що гарний спомин 
про йього залишиться на довгий час в пам'яті 
всіх учасників. 


Золотий ювілей Наталки 1 


Стефана Ковалів з Едмонтону 


та багато сил до продовження праці в нашій 
організації. На многії літа! 


Стефанія Геврик 

27-го червня 2001 р., о год. 7-ій вечора, в 
домівці Українського Національного Об'єднання, 
в Едмонтоні зібралися члени УНО i B.O., 
приятелі, діти й онуки п-ва Ковалів, щоб 
приємною несподіванкою відзначити 50-ліття 
їхнього подружнього життя. 

Ювілятів на порозі привітали квітами і співом 
многоліття та сердечними бажаннями голови 
YHO і ОУК Юрій Йопик і Люба Бойко- Белл, 
дружки, дружби, бувші весільні гості, діти і 
внуки та присутнє все членство. 

Людська мудрість каже, що подружнє життя 
- велика святиня перед Богом і людьми. За 
подружу вірність Господь нагороджує щастям в 
дітях. У п-ва Наталки і Стефана Ковалів є 3 
доні та 7 внуків. 

Ще у Саскатуні в 1950-му році Стефан Коваль 
став членом УНО. Як приїхав до Едмонтону 
1951-го року прилучився до філії УНО тут, а 
його дружина стала членкою Організації Українок 
Канади. Колись в Саскатуні, Стефан належав 
до хору і аматорського гуртка, то як приїхв до 
Едмонтону став членом хору Дніпро. С. i Н. 
Ковалі є членами парафії св. Василія й належать 
до хору при парафії. Стефан - довголітній член 
КУК, де через роки займав різні функції. 3a 50 
років С. i Н. Ковалі займали різні функції в 
управах УНО і ОУК і до тепер є дуже активні 
в українській громаді. 

З ювілеєм 50 ліття бажаємо Їм щастя, здоров'я 


-а мою 
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Manuscript on long-term head |Greens picket US Embassy 
of NK VD in Ukraine completed 


(CIUS)—In the 1990s, the Kyiv 
historian Yuri Shapoval established 
himself as a leading authority on the 
history of communist rule in 
Ukraine. He is the author or co-au- 
thor of over 400 publications, in- 
cluding Liudyna i systema. Shtrykhy 
do portreta totolitarnoi doby v 
Ukraini (The Man and the System: 
Toward a Portrait of the Totalitar- 
jan Era in Ukraine) and Mykhailo 
Hrushevs’kyi i HPU-NKVD. 
Trahichne desiatylitta 1924-1934 
(Mykhailo Hrushevsky and the 
GPU-NKVD. A Tragic Decade, 
1924-1934). A great scholarly 
strength of Dr. Shapoval’s publica- 
tions is that most are based on ar- 
chival documents from Soviet secret 
police and Communist Party ar- 
chives in Ukraine, which became 
widely available to scholars and re- 
searchers only after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. In spring 2001, Dr. 
Shapoval spent two and a half 
months in Canada at the invitation 
of the Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies (CIUS) to conduct fur- 
ther research and complete projects 
in his area of expertise. Funding for 
his research stay came from the Drs. 
Ivan and Myroslawa Iwanciw En- 
dowment Fund, administered by 
CIUS. 

Dr. Shapoval had several tasks in 
mind when he arrived in Canada. 
The most pressing was completing 
a manuscript (co-authored with 
Vadym Zolotariov) on the long-term 
head of the secret police in Ukraine, 
Vsevolod Balytsky (1892-1937). 
Although he held leading positions 
in the ChK-GPU-NKVD from the 
early 1920s, and headed the secret 
police in Ukraine from 1926 to 
1937, organizing the Soviet state’s 
mass terror campaign against the 
Ukrainian people in the 1930s, very 
little is known about him. There is 
no entry on Balytsky in the Ency- 
clopedia of Ukraine, or in the two 
editions of the Soviet Ukrainian en- 
cyclopedia. The Entsyklopediia 
ukrainoznavstva does have a brief 
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note on him. Ironically, Balytsky 


himself fell victim to the terror ma- 
chine he helped build in 1937 and, 
as was the practice in the Soviet 
Union, was expunged from official 
historiography. During the period of 
his stay in Canada, Dr. Shapoval fin- 
ished work on the manuscript, which 
is to be published in Ukraine under 
the title Vsevolod Balyts’kyi. 
Osoba, chas, otochennia (Vsevolod 
Balytsky: The Man, the Times, the 
Circumstances). Some of the fund- 
ing for its publication will come 
from donations received by CIUS 
for this purpose from Dr. Celestin 
(Mykola) Suchowersky of Edmon- 
ton and the Reverend Hryhorij Fil 
of Radway, Alberta. 

In addition to his work on the 
Balytsky manuscript, Dr. Shapoval 
conducted research in Canadian li- 
braries and archives. This included 
work in the libraries at the universi- 
ties of Alberta and Toronto (in the 
Peter J. Potichnyj Collection on In- 
surgency and Counter-Insurgency in 
Ukraine), as well as at the National 
Archives of Canada in Ottawa (in 
the Andrii Zhuk Collection), where 
he was assisted by archivist Myron 
Momryk. 

He also consulted with Canadian 
scholars, including Professor Emeri- 
tus Peter Potichnyj, on the publica- 
tion of the third and fourth volumes 


of Litopys UPA (Ukrainian series), 
helped prepare entries for a CIUS- 
sponsored historical dictionary, and 
entered into an agreement with 
CIUS to cooperate on a project on 
“Repression of religion in Ukraine 
in the 1920s and 1930s.” 

During his stay in Canada, Dr. 
Shapoval gave several lectures be- 
fore academic and Ukrainian com- 
munity audiences, including CIUS- 
sponsored lectures on “Current 
Historiography of Totalitarianism in 
Ukraine: Achievements and Prob- 
lems” at the University of Alberta 
(March) and on “Archival Sources 
on Researching Bolshevik Political 
Terror in Ukraine, 1917-56” at the 
University of Toronto (May). 

Dr. Shapoval also spoke on 
historiography of totalitarianism in 
Ukraine at the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies, St. Paul’s Univer- 
sity, Ottawa (April), and on “The 
Importance of Historical Knowl- 
edge in the Context of the Current 
Situation in Ukraine” at the Ukrain- 
ian embassy in Ottawa. 

Invited to Montreal for a short 
visit by Professor Roman Serbyn, he 
spoke there on “The Assessment of 
OUN and UPA in Contemporary 
Ukraine,” co-sponsored by the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society 
(NTSh), the Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club, and the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (April). The 
Montreal NTSh also sponsored a 
lecture on “Mykhailo Hrushevsky, 
1924-1934: Unknown Documents 
and Facts.” 

In Montreal, he gave an interview 
to Radio Canada International for 
broadcast in Ukraine, and was in- 
terviewed in Toronto for the Ukrain- 
ian television program 
“KONTAKT.” 

In Ukraine, Dr. Shapoval heads 
the Centre for Historical and Politi- 
cal Studies at the Institute of Politi- 
cal and Ethnonational Studies, Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine. 


Promoting Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies at home and abroad 


(CIUS)—As part of their on-going efforts to boost 
the profile of Ukrainian Canadian Studies, Andrij- 
Makuch and Jars Balan of the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies recently participated in scholarly 
forums in Quebec and Western Ukraine. At the end of 
May, both contributed papers during the academic ses- 
sions of the annual meeting of the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Slavists, as part of this year’s Social Sciences 
and Humanities Congress, held at University of Laval 
in Quebec City. Makuch’s topic was “Canada as a 
Homeland: The Emerging Views of the Interwar Ukrain- 
ian-Canadian Intelligentsia.” At the same session, Dr. 
Frances Swyripa spoke on the subject “Ukrainians and 
Official Canada: Manipulating Tradition and Ritual 
Between the Wars.” Because Balan was in Ukraine at 
the time, his paper on Ukrainian-language theatre in 
Tural east central Alberta was read by Makuch. All three 
presentations were well-received, and will be used in 
writing the history of Ukrainians in Canada during the 


interwar years. 


Meanwhile, on May 17, Balan delivered a paper en- 
titled “Canadian Bukovyna: Ukrainians and Romani- 
ans in the New World” at an international conference 
held at the State University of Chernivtsi. The academic 
gathering, which was co-sponsored by the CIUS, ex- 
amined Ukrainian-Romanian-Moldovan relations from 
historical, cultural and political perspectives. "Сапа- 


nadian affairs. 


dian Bukovyna” discussed the evolution of Ukrainian- 
Romanian relations in Canada, focussing especially on 
the Boian Romanian community east of Willingdon, 
Alberta, in the heart of the pioneer-era Ukrainian Bloc 
Settlement that today forms the basis of the Kalyna 
Country Ecomuseum. While overseas, Balan also met 
with Canadian embassy officials in Kyiv, and with rep- 
resentatives of the University of Chernivtsi, to discuss 
how the Ukrainian Canadian Programme (UCP) might 
assist with the establishment of Canadian Studies 
courses at post-secondary institutions in Ukraine. Be- 
cause of the UCP’s involvement in the field of ethnic 
Canadian Studies, the program is well-positioned to 
provide advice, practical assistance and moral support 
to Ukrainian scholars interested in specializing in Ca- 


Finally, researcher Orest Martynowych is continu- 
ing to investigate documentary material pertaining to 
Ukrainian Canadian life in the interwar period. From 


mid-March to mid-June Martynowych worked in Ot- 


tawa at the National Archives of Canada and at the 
National Library, going through the extensive papers 
of Vasyl Avramenko. Some of Martynowych’s research 
will be utilized in a project being spearheaded by the 
Rusalka Dancers of Winnipeg to commemorate Vasyl 
Avramenko’s legacy to the development of Ukrainian 
Canadian culture. 
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(RFE/RL)—The Green Party picketed the US embassy in Kyiv Aug. 6, 
as part of a series of protests against countries having nuclear weapons. 

About 150 participants voiced their demands that the governments of 
all nuclear countries ban nuclear weapons. 

Green party leader Vitaliy Kononov said the Greens would try to stop 
the development of nuclear energy in Ukraine, as well as the building of 
new energy blocks at the Khmelnytsky and Rivne atomic energy stations. 

These reactors are meant to compensate for power lost when the 
Chornobyl AES was closed. 

Копопоу said Ukraine was not rich enough to afford the burial or ex- 
port of radioactive waste. 


Secret police chief assassinated 

(RFE/RL)—Colonel Yevhen Zadorozhny, the head of the Ukrainian se- 
cret police’s anti-organized crime division in Odesa, was shot dead on 
Aug. 7, dpa reported. Zadorozhny was killed outside his home in Odesa 
as he left for work. Zadorozhny was responsible for investigations into 
mafia-related activity in Odesa, primarily the smuggling of oil products, 
drugs, and weapons. He held the job for about one year. 


Journalists complain of police beating 

(RFE/RL)—A group of Crimean journalists issued a joint statement on 
Aug. 6 complaining of an attack on Yevhen Rybki, the editor of the 
Sevastopol daily “Melitopolskie Novosti,” in the city during the visit by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, dpa reported. The statement said police 
beat Rybki “for no good reason” and then charged him with resisting ar- 
rest. He was detained by police and interrogated for six hours. Ukraine’s 
Internal Affairs Ministry said it was not immediately aware of the incident. 


Two trains derail 

(Eastern Economist)—Rail transport was suspended nearly 15 hours at 
the Vakulentsy station, Donetsk oblast after a passenger train traveling 
Truskavets to Kharkiv derailed the morning of Aug. 4. The line was opened 
again at 00:30 morning of Aug. 5. Engineers determined that a faulty sig- 
nal along the tracks could have been at fault. Rail transport to Kharkiv 
will be re-routed through Kremenchuk until the problem is fixed. Also on 
Aug. 4, a train shipping diesel fuel overturned near the Poltava-Pivden 
station injuring five people. 


NATO to help with floods 


(Eastern Economist)—NATO is working on a pilot project to prepare 
Ukraine for regional floods and other natural calamities. Ukraine has suf- 
fered heavily in the past from flooding and related mud slides in the Tysa 
river basin. The NATO documents office in Kyiv reported Aug. 7 that the 
analytical part of the project, scheduled to start in September 2001, would 
cost almost US$200,000. Funding will be provided from the NATO budget 
and donor countries in the alliance. 


Forum visitors to get free visas 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine is doing everything possible to simplify 
the entry of foreign guests arriving to participate in Ukraine for the 3rd 
Universal Ukrainian Forum, stated Foreign Ministry spokesman Dzhyhun, 
Aug. 7. He said that a Cabinet resolution ensured Ukrainian consul de- 
partments abroad would issue visas free of charge. Free visas will also be 
granted to Forum guests invited by the government. 


Support for union waning 

(Eastern Economist)—In the past four years, the number of Ukrainians 
supporting the idea of Ukraine joining the Russia-Belarus union has fallen 
3% to 29.6% according to a Kyiv International Institute of Sociology poll. 
Almost 58% said that Ukraine and Russia should be independent, but 
friendly states, with open borders and without visas or customs. 10.7% 
said that Ukraine’s relations with Russia should be the same as with any 
other foreign country. 


Ukraine to give Poland aid 

(Eastern Economist)—The Cabinet issued a resolution July 31 providing 
Hr 1 million from the Government Reserve Fund for supplying humani- 
tarian aid to flood stricken Malopolskiy and Pidkarpattia Provinces in 
Poland. The Emergency Ministry is to purchase food and medicine for the 
area and provide transportation. The Foreign Ministry, the State Border 
Committee, and Lviv and Volyn Oblast administrations are to help in de- 
livering the aid. 


Rivne reactor shuts down after alarm 

(Eastern Economist)—Reactor number 1 at the Rivne Atomic Energy Sta- 
tion was turned off July 30 after an automatic alarm sounded. The reasons 
for the failure are still being investigated. The Emergency Ministry re- 
ported that radiation levels were within acceptable limits. 


Kuchina vetoes local immunity law 

(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma vetoed the law which 
provided local council deputies with immunity, Aug. 6. Kuchma said that 
this document contradicted the Constitution. He said the law of the land 
did not guarantee immunity for deputies serving on local councils. 


Teachers salaries to rise 15% 

(Eastern Economist)—Starting Sept. 1, salary rates and hourly wages will 
be increased 15% for those working in education, reported Education 
Minister Vasyl Kremen, Aug. 8. Kremen said state and local budget plans 
call for spending Hr 240 million on the raises. Minimum student stipends 
will also be raised, increasing from Hr 17 to Hr 34 said Kremen. He noted 
that the Cabinet resolution meant straight-A students’ stipends would grow 
from Hr 28 to Hr 53. For this, state and local budgets would spend Hr 70 
million. 
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Dynamo wins, Shakhtar loses 


(Eastern Economist/Ukrainian Soccer News, Daily 
Football/Ukrainian Football.com/UkrNews)—In the 
third round of Champions League qualification, Dy- 
namo-Kyiv won the first of two games against Steaua- 
Bucharest with a score of 4-2 in Bucharest, Aug. 8. 

The effort was led by Dynamo’s Belarussian import, 
Valentin Belkevich who scored two goals. 

He was helped by Oleksandr Melashchenko and 
Lucky Idahor who scored one goal each. 

Dynamo fielded quite an unusual squad that surprised 
not only the opponent but also Ukrainian fans and jour- 
nalists as well. 

Valeriy Lobanovky, known with his adherence to 
defensive tactic for away matches took a risk to set in 
the lineup three forwards. 

Such an innovation proved itself soon. Just seven 
minutes from the start Melashchenko was felled down 
in the area and Belkevich converted a penalty by calmly 
sending the keeper the wrong way. 

In the 26th minute Belkevich doubled the score with 
a long-range deflected shot. Four minutes later un- 
marked in the area Eugen Trica pull one back for Steaua 
with a firm head following an originally played free- 
kick. 

But two minutes before the interval when 
Melashchenko was put through and his shot was 
blocked out by advancing Martin Tudor, Nigerian 
youngster Idahor was lucky enough to be in the right 
place at the right time tapping into empty net. 

Eight minutes into the second half Trica gave Steaua 
hope netting from a close range into open goal from a 
wonderful work and low cross by substitute Ionel 
Danciulescu. Dynamo gave the initiative away playing 
on counter-attacks one of which brought them success. 

Melashchenko volleyed home over Tudor from 
Belkevich’s brilliant pass in the 63rd minute. The hosts 
continued going forward desperately seeking for an- 


other goal but Dynamo’s counter-attacks looked more 
dangerous. 

Idahor, who was making his debut at the highest level 
on the night, could have set two more clear opportuni- 
ties for Dynamo to score but failed. Then Ukrainians 
strengthened their midfield line and calmly led the 
game to a comfortable win. 

“We foresaw that Romanians will attack in big num- 
bers, so we relied on counter-attacks, said Dynamo as- 
sistant coach Anatoli Demianenko after the match. We 
implemented the plan quite well. I admit, there were 
mistakes in defense, but we are happy with the result.” 

“Our team did all we could. But the guests beat us 
with experience,” said Steaua coach Stefan Jofa. 

“Every time we cut their lead to 1:2, 2:3 and seem- 
ingly were close to equalizing, we were making grave 
mistakes. Dynamo proved that they are better prepared 
than we are — that we are not competitive.” 

Meanwhile in Donetsk the previous day, Shakhtar 
fell 2-0 to German Borussia 

“We started great, performing quite well within the 
first half an hour,” said Victor Prokopenko, Shakhtar 
head coach. 

“Unfortunately, my players lacked the physical 
strength to maintain that fast pace during the whole 
match. We’ll try to pull back in Dortmund.” 

Borussia had only two opportunities and realized 
both of them. 

“The score 2-0 is quite convenient for us, of course, 
said Matthias Sammer, Borussia head coach. 

“But 90 minutes of the game are still ahead. Shakhtar 
is really a strong opponent. I liked the team indeed, 
especially its midfield. Everything will be decided in 
Dortmund.” 


Soccer federation foots bill for new class 


By Vitaly Sych, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

When Ukraine’s 6 million schoolchildren head to 
class this fall, they will need more than textbooks, pen- 
cils and notebooks. The nation’s pupils should remem- 
ber to pack their soccer balls, as well. 

That’s right. Ukraine has become the first country in 
the world to require soccer as a school subject. 

The curriculum change came about after state soccer 
officials lobbied the country’s Education Ministry to 
include soccer lessons as part of the nation’s curricu- 
lum. To sweeten the deal, Ukraine’s Soccer Federation 
(USF) offered to pay for equipment and teacher train- 
ing to get the ball rolling. 

According to Stanyslav Kuchynsky, deputy head of 
the sports department at the Education Ministry, soc- 
cer will be taught at all schools for one hour a week 
beginning Sept. 1. He said soccer classes will be re- 
quired in addition to two existing hours of physical 
education a week. Soccer will be mandatory, just like 
mathematics and Ukrainian language, for both boys and 
girls. 

The move drew praise from the world’s soccer gov- 
erning body, the FIFA, which invited the Ukrainian 
Soccer Federation’s president and powerful business- 
man Hryhory Surkis to speak at the organization’s in- 
ternational congress in Buenos Aires earlier this year. 

Kuchynsky said the move isn’t meant to turn schools 
into soccer-player factories. The point is to boost the 
popularity of the sport. 

“We are not saying all of them should become soc- 
cer players in the future,” Kuchynsky said. “We just 
want to keep children away from the street and bring 
them back to sports.” : 

Kuchynsky said the government also hopes soccer 
will help improve the children’s health and fitness, 
which has deteriorated over the past decade as sports 
became less popular in schools. An increasing number 
of teen-agers are smoking and taking drugs. 

The welfare of children, however, isn’t the only rea- 
son behind the government’s choice of soccer. 
Kuchynsky said the Soccer Federation’s promise to fi- 
nance the classes was a big factor too. 


Anatoliy Popov, USF's technical director, said the 
federation agreed to purchase balls, pumps and uni- 
forms needed for the idea to kick off in Ukraine’s 
22,000 schools. 

Popov said the federation has already delivered 
24,000 balls and more than 2,000 pumps to schools all 
over Ukraine. 

While most of Ukraine’s 32,000 physical education 
teachers are qualified to teach soccer, he said, those 
who aren’t will get additional training at four educa- 
tional centres set up by the USF. 

He said the federation will pay for the cost of the 
training and the printing of course material needed for 
the classes. 

Popov said the federation also will offer incentives 
to teachers for the best class organization. The overall 
costs associated with the initial stage of the project are 
estimated at more that $2 million, Popov said. 

Though the USF will solely finance introduction of 
soccer classes in school, Surkis, who’s also a member 
of parliament, told Ukrainian Football newspaper he 
will seek state financing for the undertaking in the fu- 
ture. 

Popov admitted the federation was thinking of the 
future of his organization. 

“Tt will definitely make more people play soccer and 
increase the overall level of future players,” he said. 

He said the number of people playing soccer in 
Ukraine has declined drastically in the past few years 
because of a lack of state support. 

Ukraine’s soccer clubs have been forced to seek new 
players abroad as the flow of young local talent has 
been drying up. Dynamo Kyiv and Shakhtar Donetsk, 
the country’s two top clubs, are now packed with play- 
ers from Romania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and countries 
of the former Soviet Union. 

Popov hopes the mandatory classes will spur a re- 
vival in the sport. 

“It’s not an instant process,” he said. “But if 20 per- 
cent more children start playing soccer this year and 
then 20 percent more next year, we’ll consider it а suc- 
cess. 


Klochkova takes second gold at swim Worlds 


Yana Klochkova clinched her second gold medal with 
a bold victory in the women’s 400 metres freestyle at 
the swimming world championships in Fukuoka, Ja- 
pan, July 29, report Reuters. 

The Ukrainian seized the lead from Alicia Bozon of 


7 | France in the second 100 and held off a storming chal- 


lenge from Olympic bronze medallist Claudia Poll to 
take the gold in four minutes 7.30 seconds. 

Earlier she had won gold in the 400 individual med- 
ley (see Ukrainian News July 25 - August 7, 2001). 


Ukraine won a second medal on the final day of com- 
petition when Oleh Lisohor eclipsed the favorites to 
win the men’s 50 meters breaststroke title. 

European silver medallist Lisohor touched in 27.52 
to beat newly crowned world 100 metres breaststroke 
champion Roman Sludnov of Russia by 0.08. 

Sludnov took the silver in 27.60 and double Olym- 
pic champion Domenico Fioravanti of Italy the bronze 
in 27.72, a mere 0.01 ahead of former world record 
holder Anthony Robinson of the United States. 
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Uncertainty puts off real estate investors 


By Serguei Chervachidze, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

Foreigners interested in investing in Ukraine’s real 
estate market are finding that lack of transparency and 
the inability to secure clear titles pose serious chal- 
lenges. 

Though arguably one of the country’s most lucrative 
investments, the nation’s real estate laws are scaring 
off firms that otherwise would be investing in the coun- 


After independence, there was little Western-stand- 
ard office or retail space available, creating opportu- 
nity for early developers, who cashed in quickly and 
moved on. Apartments and warehouses were trans- 
formed into substandard office space and leased or sold 
at exorbitant rates. 

Later, as the first professionally developed business 
centers, warehouses and retail outlets were developed, 
the dearth of competition allowed developers to con- 
tinue the practice of charging maximum prices and reap- 
ing huge returns. 

As the country’s market developed over the past 10 
years, investors have begun to take a longer-term view 
than did their get-rich-quick predecessors. Potential 
investors are discovering that the country’s legal and 
title-registration systems pose considerable challenges. 
Analysts say that these problems have prevented the 
country from realizing its full potential as a real estate 
market. As a result, Kyiv has one of Eastern Europe’s 
lowest levels of commercial real estate development. 

“There are just too many unknowns in this market,” 
said Nick Cotton, who heads the Kyiv office of DTZ 
Zadelhoff Tie Leung, a real estate brokerage. 

“Ukraine is potentially a large market, but uncertainty 
puts a lot of people off.” Cotton lists a number of major 
factors that contribute to uncertainty in the sector, in- 
cluding the lack of a clear ownership structure, uncer- 
tain rental rates for land, and uncertainty about the 
number of permits and approvals a developer has to 
procure before construction can begin. 

“The ownership structure in Ukraine is very opaque 
—sometimes it is virtually impossible to verify whether 
one is the true owner,” Cotton said. 

Myron Rabij, an associate at the Kyiv law office of 
Salans Hertzfeld & Heilbronn agrees. 

“When an investor comes in, he wants to be sure that 
he is dealing with the true owner,” Rabij said. 

“Tn Ukraine, though, ownership is often hard to verify 
since the record of real estate transactions is only par- 
tially available to the public.” 

Unlike in the West, it is impossible to establish a clear 
chain of title in Ukraine, since only the last transaction 


involving a property is public record. Transactions are 
recorded by a government agency, the Bureau of Tech- 
nical Inventory. Properties with a history of sales 
present a risk to investors, who can lose their invest- 
ment if a court determines that some earlier, undis- 
closed sale was invalid and overturns it. 

“We have clients who lost their properties because 
of problems with previous title transfers,” Rabij said. 

In addition to the hazards posed by uncertain own- 
ership, fluctuating rents have played a negative role in 
the market. 

“The 49-year lease system is not a problem — in- 
vestors accept that. What troubles them is that they 
can’t predict what the land will cost,” Cotton said. 

“Since investors cannot incorporate the cost of rent- 
ing land into their models, they have difficulty fore- 
casting expenses, their return and payback period,” ac- 
cording to Mika Pakkanen, area manager for 
Quattrogemini, a Finnish construction firm. 

“While most acknowledge that projects in Ukraine 
can be very profitable, they at the same time are often 
repelled by risks associated with such ventures.” 

There are other impediments too. 

“Obtaining permits has been a very difficult and long 
process for most of our clients,” Pakkanen said. For 
example, it took six years for the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy to procure all the necessary permits and li- 
censes for its new building at Kontraktova Ploshcha. 
This increases the cost of doing business greatly.” 

DTZ Zadelhoff Tie Leung’s Cotton agrees, adding 
that “the problem with obtaining permits is not only 
the time they take. The main issue is that an investor 
cannot predict how many permits he will need. There 
is no publicly available list of what is needed and the 
system of granting permits is not transparent.” 

Additionally, industry participants also cite corrup- 
tion, red tape and inconsistent legislation as factors that 
repel development. These deterrents cause some po- 
tential investors to decline to do business in the coun- 


“A few months ago, Zamil Steel, a large Arab maker 
of steel products, was looking at building a factory in 
Ukraine,” Pakkanen said. 

“They eventually rejected the idea and opted for 
Poland. They said that although Ukraine would have 
been cheaper, Poland was more stable. Such things 
happen all the time.” 


Ukraine to appeal for renewal of US trade status 


(RFE/RL)—Economic Minister Oleksander Shlapak 
said on Aug. 8 that Ukraine will send a delegation to 
Washington in an attempt to recover the right to duty- 
free exports to the U.S., news agencies reported. 

The U.S. removed Ukraine’s trade status on Aug. 7 
due to its failure to combat widespread compact disc 
and video piracy. 

Shlapak said the government will try to quickly re- 
solve the dispute, as well as ensure that parliament 
passes laws to crack down on the piracy of intellectual 
property “‘as soon as possible.” 

Ukraine is considered by the U.S. to be Europe’s big- 


Epic spuds another 
directional well in Aktash 


(OilOnline)—Calgary-based Epic Energy Inc. reports that it has spudded 


gest producer of pirated CDs and videos, with five il- 
legal factories producing more than 70 million discs a 
year. 

In announcing the suspension, U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Robert Zoellick said in a statement: 

“The United States has been urging Ukraine to take 
measures to stop the production of pirated optical me- 
dia products for over two years. Yet the problem per- 
sists.” 

The U.S. said it is losing $200 million annually in 
unauthorized reproduction by Ukrainian piraters of 
copyrighted material. 
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Grain harvest doubles 


(Eastern Economist)—To date, Ukraine has gathered 32 million tons of 
grain from 84% of the area sown with early grain crops, reported Premier 
Anatoli Kinakh, Aug. 8. 

Kinakh said this indicator exceeded last year’s figure by 16 million tons. 

Economy Minister Oleksandr Shlapak said he was certain that crops in 
2001 would be gathered without any delays or shortages, and that fuel 
prices would not increase as has been the case in recent years. 

Shlapak said prices for the most popular fuels during harvest time, A- 
76 and diesel fuel, have slightly dropped. 

He said the government had taken steps to keep fuel prices stabilized. 


Briefly 


GDP growth forecast upped 

(Eastern Economist)—The Economy Ministry revised the GDP index 
growth forecast from 3% to 7%, reported Economy Minister Oleksandr 
Shlapak. However Shlapak said he still thought the forecast was overly 
pessimistic. He noted that GDP growth was caused mostly by domestic 
market development, and not by raw materials export. He also added that 
the Ministry expected to see deflation or very small inflation in August 
2001. 


Industrial production should rise 14% 


(Eastern Economist)—The Economy Ministry forecasts that by the end of 
the current year, industrial production growth will exceed 14% in com- 
parison with the previous forecast of 10.3%, reported Economy Minister 
Shlapak, Aug. 8. Shlapak also said industrial production grew 16.8% in 
July compared to June 2001 indicators and 13.5% compared to July 2000 
indicators. 


Kinakh trumpets pipeline 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Premier Anatoliy Kinakh said on Aug. 2 that 
Ukraine plays a key role in supplying Western Europe with energy, AP 
reported. Kinakh, in Budapest for a one-day visit, said that the planned 
pipeline running from the Black Sea port of Odesa will allow Ukraine to 
“take Caspian Sea oil and even Middle East oil...[and] be able to ship 40 
million tons of petroleum a year through the pipeline. This will enhance 
Europe’s energy security.” The pipeline will stretch 667 kilometres from 
Odesa to the Ukrainian town of Brody. 


Coal production down in Donetsk 

(Eastern Economist)—Coal production at 54 mines in Donetsk Oblast fell 
in the first six months of 2001. The total production volume in the coal 
industry in the region fell 5% while energy coal production was down 
15%. The financial situation in the sector continues to be reported as prob- 
lematic. Of 10,000 jobs to have been created or found in the process of 
closing mines, only 500 have been provided. Salary debt as of the middle 
of July was Hr 832.5 million, only 1.6% less than a month earlier. 


Link-up of energy grids postponed again 

(BBC Monitoring Service/UT-3)—The energy grids of Ukraine and Rus- 
sia were not linked up Aug. 1, although this was agreed at a meeting of 
Ukrainian First Deputy Prime Minister Oleh Dubyna and Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Viktor Khristenko in Moscow on June 27. Despite state- 
ments from both sides to the effect that the energy grids are ready for the 
link-up, once again it has been postponed. No exact reasons have been 
given. The new tentative date of the link-up is set for Sept. 1. 


Wine without grapes 

(RFE/RL)—Police have shut down a firm in Kyiv that is accused of sell- 
ing millions of bottles of what appeared to be vintage wine that were in- 
stead filled with elderberry juice and food coloring, Interfax reported. The 
S-Gamma company is reported to have held a large share of Ukraine’s 
wholesale wine market and police said it had a gross income of US$1.3 
million in the last year. 


ms 


Eastern Economist now offers 
new overseas subscription rates 


another new directionally drilled well A117 at its Aktash oil field in Cri- 
mea. 

This well is designed to cut a new oil reservoir section in the immediate 
vicinity of an old Ukrainian well (M-14) that was producing 75 barrels 
per day. The Ukrainian well was drilled in an environmentally restricted 
area and is being plugged and abandoned by the Company’s Ukrainian 
subsidiary, KrymTexasNafta, on behalf of the State. 

The company’s geologists have calculated at least 150,000 barrels of тва той = 
additional recoverable reserves in this area. Based on recent prices of 
US$25/bbl, that represents gross revenues of $3,750,000. With drilling 
and completion costs of less than US$50,000 per well, the company plans 
to drill at least two new wells to produce these reserves. 

During the past several weeks, the company also has drilled and com- 
pleted another water injection well in the western edge of the Aktash oil 
field as part of its effort to improve reservoir pressure and expand the 
water-flood effort. 

KrymTexasNafta has signed an oil sales contract with another new buyer 
of its crude oil. Pre-payment on each lot of 500 tons (3,500 barrels) is 
required. Delivery is within Ukraine and the negotiated price on the first 
lot is $23.55 before tax and transportation. The company currently has 
more than 17,000 barrels of oil in storage ready for shipment. 
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Smuggling leads to loss of cultural legacy 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—A glossy catalog resembles that of an exhibi- 
tion of some of Ukraine’s most precious examples of cultural 
and artistic traditions. But the items featured — icons and 
crosses, paintings, jewelry and books — will most likely never 
be exhibited in the country. They have all been stolen and 
carried out of Ukraine illegally for sale on the international 
market. 

The catalog is the work of a new state organization created 
to protect Ukraine’s cultural treasures from being carried 
across the border. The service hopes to counter the problem 
of vanishing cultural and artistic objects that has afflicted 
Ukraine and much of the former Soviet Union. 

Churches and families alike have been robbed of icons and 
crosses that are generations old. Museums and libraries have 
been targeted as well. In 1997, thieves entered a museum in 
central Ukraine and escaped with two paintings attributed to 
Dutch and French masters. The paintings were eventually re- 
covered in England. A year later, a visitor to the Ukrainian 
National Library in Kyiv walked out with one of the world’s 
four known copies of Nicolaus Copernicus’s 1543 work “On 
the Revolution of the Heavenly Spheres.” 

Not all of Ukraine’s art thieves have been traditional crimi- 
nals. Staff from Israel’s Yad Vashem museum earlier this year 
smuggled out of Ukraine frescoes painted by the Jewish writer 
Bruno Schulz. They claimed afterward that the works right- 
fully belonged in Israel. 

Svetlana Shklyar, who co-heads the new cultural-protec- 
tion organization, says Ukraine has to preserve its stock of 
artistic treasures, much of which was looted during World 
War II: 

“Ukraine sustained many losses during World War II. Books 
and paintings were stolen and destroyed. During the war we 
were spiritually impoverished. Now we need a renaissance, 
and the renaissance is impossible without a spiritual renais- 
sance.” ? 

Ukraine also lost many of its valuable items to Russia dur- 
ing the Soviet era, and is still struggling to have them re- 
turned from museums in Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, weak security and 
a lack of adequate cataloguing have left many cultural treas- 
ures easy prey to professional art thieves. Shklyar cites Inter- 
pol statistics indicating that Europe has no fewer than 40 pow- 
erful criminal groups specializing in the theft and sale of an- 
tiques and works of art. 


Hampered by inadequate information about the value and 
importance of many of its objects, Ukraine is also hindered 
by a web of contradictory legislation that is not always easy 
to enforce. Current law on the transport of cultural treasures 
says that only items catalogued by the national museum, cul- 
ture, archive, and library funds are banned from export. The 
catalogues, however, are far from complete. 

Other legislation says that any object of religious, cultural, 
historic, or artistic value pre-dating 1945 cannot be taken out 
of the country. The law traditionally covers items such as 
icons, paintings, china, medals, and coins. But such items are 
readily available at street markets and in licensed antiques 
shops, where most of the customers are foreign tourists. Oleg 
Kepko, deputy head of the anti-smuggling department at 
Ukraine’s Borispil airport, says shopkeepers are not always 
honest about the legality of carrying such items abroad: 

“Unfortunately, those shopkeepers don’t tell you impor- 
tant information [like the fact] that you can buy these items, 
you can use them, you can possess them — but only on the 
territory of Ukraine. It is forbidden to take them elsewhere.” 

Customs officers at Borispil, Ukraine’s main airport, have 
registered 92 incidents over the first half of this year of his- 
torical valuables being taken out of the country. During the 
same period last year, 64 such cases were registered. In the 
majority of cases, the goods are confiscated without charges 
being pressed against the people carrying them, who are most 
often tourists who do not attempt to hide the items from cus- 
toms officials. 

Kepko says that in seven of the cases, large amounts of 
objects were involved and led to criminal investigations. The 
airport customs service donates confiscated objects to 
churches, museums, and libraries. Kepko says the objects his 
service has donated this year have been valued at roughly 
$24,000. But of all the objects listed in the catalogue pub- 
lished by Shklyar’s cultural-protection service, only one item 
— a painting — has been tentatively tracked down, to a pri- 
vate collection abroad. 

Shklyar and a team of experts are continuing to catalog 
those objects deemed “unique monuments of portable cul- 
ture.” Eventually, all such objects will be included in a state 
register and have their own passport. Shklyar says the blan- 
ket ban on all objects pre-dating 1945 is to be lifted. At that 
point, she says, all antiques shops will be expected to list 
clearly which objects can be legally taken abroad, and to pro- 
vide proof of purchase and ownership. | 
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Over 50% view 
Pope’s trip positively 


(UGCC)—In a July survey, 51% of Ukraine’s population 
considered the visit of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to 
Ukraine, positively. This national sociological survey of 1,200 . 
persons was conducted by “SOCIS” — a member of the Gal- 
lup International Association in Ukraine, for Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church. Pope John Paul П made a five-day visit to 
Ukraine in June of this year, including visits to the cities of 
Kyiv and Lviv. 

The survey analysis concluded that in general the Ukrain- 
ian population expressed a positive attitude toward the visit 
by the Roman Pontiff. Of those surveyed 14% were negative 
to the visit, while 35% were either indifferent or did not ex- 
press an opinion. A similar survey conducted in April 2001 
showed that 43% expressed a positive opinion to the June visit. 

In this same July survey, 54% viewed the humanitarian and 
church activities of Pope John Paul П positively. According 
to the analysis provided by “SOCIS” the wide media cover- 
age prior to and during the visit increased awareness about 
the Pope. In the April survey 13% were entirely unaware of 
whom Pope John Paul П is, compared to only 1% in July. 


Anthrax outbreak registered 


in northern Ukraine 


Three people have been hospitalized with symptoms of 
anthrax in an outbreak that has already killed 33 cows and 
three horses in northern Ukraine, reported the Associated Press 
citing emergency officials on July 31. The animals began 
dying July 27 on a cattle farm in the village of Chervone, and 
laboratory tests carried out July 31 confirmed they had been 
infected with anthrax, the Emergency Situations Ministry said. 

Three farm workers were hospitalized with skin lesions 
resembling anthrax. In addition, 58 people who had contact 
with the animals have been isolated and are undergoing pre- 
ventive treatment, the ministry said. Health officials have 
quarantined the village and are investigating the reason for 
the outbreak. 

The bacteria that causes anthrax is common among domes- 
ticated livestock and can be transferred to humans. It is widely 
feared as an agent in biological warfare, and can cause skin 
lesions, ulcers and respiratory difficulty, among other symp- 
toms. The fatality rate of anthrax varies widely according to 
how the bacteria is transmitted. 
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| Discover Ukraine & The World! PY 


Ukraine and Eastern Europe Spe 


Car Rentals & "Taxi Services” 

Land Arrangements 

Customized Itineraries 

Documents & Visa Support Services 


| 2001 ESCORTED QUALITY TOURS ТО UKRAINE| 


Expertence the Culture and Beauty of This Historic Land 


INDEPENDENCE SEPTEMBER 
DAY TOUR 
15 Day Escorted Tour 15 Day Escorted Tour 
13 - 27 August 15 September-01 Octobe: 
BAU ea 
Amazing Offer! 
from $1 399 00 up (per person, twin sharing, plus tax) 
Daily Departure from Vancouver 
Departure Date April 1 - December 24, 2001 
Package includes: + Daily departure return airfare from Vancouver 
to Denspasar by Japan Airlines « Airport transfers in Tokyo and Bali 


* | Night accommodation in Tokyo « 1 Day room accommodation in 
Tokyo » 12 Nights accommodation in Bali » 5 Bali tours. 


BADE ВАГА I 


1 


Що For more information contact LISSA at (780) 424-1777 і 


“AIR PARCELS | 


Farmin Machinery 
TV's, Appliances 
Техніка для фермерів 


1-4 weeks 
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- UKRAINE « RUSSIA 
Фі DOOR ТО DOOR SERVICE 
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їДроог to Door Delivery 
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*for a limited 
time only 


Tel.: (780) 424-1777, 1-800-518-5558 
| СИВВЕМСУ TRANSFER 


We Transfer & nsfer & Deliver US & 
Canadian dollars to Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia & Baltic States. 


COURIER SERVICE [Seq] 


¢ Documents ° Letters + Gifts 


i] 
3- 1 4 days Door to Door Service 


FOOD PARCELS 
Custom make your own food parcel. 


М вк? More goods available from our 
free catalogs. To receive one 
1-4 weeks call toll free: 1-800-518-5558 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri: 9am-5pm; За: 9am- 1pm. 
For more information call the MEEST agent in your area: ; 
(780) 424-1777; 1-800-518-5558 
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